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To the Reader. 


Loe here the ioy of Chriſtians all, 
laid vp within this booke: 
To teach the way that leades to life, 
whereon ech nian may looke. 
It is not we, but it is he, 

that freely giueth life: 
That none but he, may praiſed be, 
without oaineſav or ſtrife. 


Ne f N NET DEAE 
TO THE VERTVO VS 


AND MV VERY DEARE 


FREND THE LADY ELIZABETH 


Terwhit I. F. wiſſicth encreaſe of godlineſſe, and 
conſtancy in the true religion of Chriſt tothe ende 
and in the ende. 


Ut Izht v vorshipfull and my De- 
h 7) good Lady, after I had peru- 
7757 ſed this litle treatiſe of Chri- 

V W/tianrighteouſnes, as it vu 
frff vurittenin the Frenche 
tongue, I tooke great cofort in it, & thought 
it to be very neteſſarie, to be turned into 
Englishe for the benefite of Chriſtes poore 
Church. I therfore as occaſion ſerued at con- 
uenient times, performed that 1 purpoſed, 
v vherein I haue ſtudied to be as ſimple and 
plaine (becauſe of the unlearned) as poſSibly 
the matter & phraſe of that tongue vuould 
ſuffer me. I am not ignoraunt vuhat an 
hard thing it is to tranſlate vvell, and con- 
traryv viſe, howy eaſie a thing it is for eue- 
7) carping Momus, or ig noraunt Foilus to 
A ty 


The Epiſtle 
finde fault: but herein I shall as God shall a- 
fiſt me, arme my ſelfe vvith patiẽce to beare 
vuhatſoener hath ben, is, or shalbe layd v pon 
me. This only shall cofort me, that I vvalke 
not before men, but before God : in vwhoſe 
preſence 1proteſt, that according to the ſim- 
ple knowuwledge he hath giuen me, I haue 
dealt ſumplie and ſincerely . Of all vanities I 
= it the greateſt , to hange wppon the 
laſtes of mens mouthes . They that are that 
vaye caried higheſt , and haue not the te- 
ſtimony of good conſciences, neither ſeeke to 
approue them ſelues to God, to vuhom they 
muſt ſtand or fall, they shall finde no com- 
fort in it, in the day of death. It litle auazleth 
4 man to be iuſtified of the vyhole vvorlde, 
and to be condemned before God. Therefore 
God giue vs grace to wualke as in his pre- 
ſence, that vuwhatſoener vve take in hande, 
it may be conſecrated to him, & haue an ex- 
cellent bleſſing v pon it. 1 haue dedicated my 
labours herein, to pour good Ladyshippe for 
ſundry cauſes, though Ideny not, but my mea- 
ning is to make them common to the church 
of God: firſt that they may be a teſtimonie to 
all 
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Dedicatorie. 4 
all poſterity of your for uvardnes,fidelity and 
ſinceritie in the religion of Chriſt Teſts : 
Then, of my bounden dutie and good vill 
tovvardes you. And I moſt humbly beſeeche 
you in the eyes and ſight of the wohole 
v vorlde, that you conſtantly and inuiolably 
holde and keepe that bleſſed hope of your 
beſt inheritance . And as God in mercy hath 
dravven you ont of the ſinke and mier of 
Poperie , and of the falſe vvorshippe of God 
( . ae to all other vices vue are moſt 
apt by nature) to the true religion of Chriſt, 
ſo goe for Yards, and moſt humbly and con- 
tinually thanke him for it. Acknovuledge 
it the greateſt benefit that ener in mercy he 
could haue beſtov ved wppon you. Bevware 
of the vvorla, that maketh leaſt accompt of 


 thismoit excellent, and vvaightie thinge. 


S tudy 2 af meanesto anſs wvere this holy & 
excellent calling , that your religion maye 
shine as vvell in vvorkes as in vuordes, in 
an holy conuerſation 25 ina ſincere profeſ- 


ſton. Kno aſſurealy that vyhere the truth 


of God rargneth, there the kingdome of Sa- 
than decateththe ftreneth of ſinne abateth, 
A iy 


6 The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
the pleaſures of the flesh are 3 , and 
Teſus Chriſt by the ſcepter of his holy wyord 
& bleſſedſpirit,cotinually vuorketh, to the 
dayly mortifying of the outu dard man, and 
quickening the inwward, to the brideling & 
matſtering of the affettions of the mind: till 
it be renued,reformed & chaunged into his 
holy obedience, and ſo by litle andlitle be 
trauſlatedinto his kingdome . And till this 
bee brought to paſſe, you shall neuer feele 
vat Chriſtes righteouſnes is ( vuhich is 
our onely happines )uvberof thu booke 2 no- 
ztably & comfortably entreateth. The Lorde 
Jeſus open your harte, and giue you vnder- 
ſtanding in all his miſteries that you may ſee 
hs great glorie, till you maye comprehende 
wvith all Saincts the height, depth, vvidtl. 
andlength of his glorious righteouſnes , lay- 
ing holde une it throuzh a liuely faith, and 
ſo be ſealed wp throuzhhim ( as I doubt not 


but yon are) to euerlaſting happines. Fare you 
L Dell moſt humbly from my poore houſe in 
Grubſtreat this ſecond of Nouember. 1577. 
Yourgood Ladiſhips bounden 
in the Lorde. 7 F. 
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TREATISEOFCHRE 
STIAN RIGHTEOVSNES, 
Made by M. I. de! Eſpine Miniſter 
of the worde of God, and newil 

put forth for the inſtruction 
and conſolation of the 


children of God. 


E RE is not any one article 
LN in all our Chꝛiſtian Fapth, the 
H knowledge whereof can bee lo 

(G bealthfull and neceſſarie vnto vs, 


neſſe. But foꝛaſmuch as vpon thts righteouſ- 
neſſe dependes euerlaſting lyfe, and this righ- 


teouſneſſe vppon Fayth, and of Fapth com: 2. cor. 1. 28 


meth that knowledge which we haue of the 
pꝛomiſes of our God, and of Jeſus Chziſt, who 
is the onely meane, that they are applyed, and 
freely accompliſhed towardes vs, without ha⸗ 
uing any reſpect to any ot our woꝛkes: It beho⸗ 
ueth foz the better vnderſtanding of all theſe 
things aright, that we laye them fooꝛth in oz» 
der, and begin with the _— of Chꝛiſtian 
tit 


as this of Chyiltian Righteouſs 452-4: 


R 


The defi- 
nition of 
the righte- 


the Philo- 


| ſophers & 
ſchoolemen 


8 | 
righteouſneſſe. But it muſt be noted that in the 


Of Chriſtian 


holy Scripture the ſignification and vſe of this 


woꝛde (Righteouſneſle) is farre different from 


that which is vſed in the bookes of the Phi⸗ 
loſophers and ſchoolemen ; becauſe they cake 


o»ſneſſe of righteouſneſſe, foꝛ a cercaine habite and quali⸗ 


tie, which being ſhutte vp in our ſoule , enclt- 
neth vs to liue honeſtly, and in ſuch ozte to 02: 
der the courſe of all our actions, that they be 
fully framed to reaſon, and to thoſe rules that 
are ſette fooꝛth vnto vs in the Lawe: A thing 
that we can not doe perfectly, ſceing that we 
are loaden and compaſſed about with ſo great 
tnfirmitie , and foꝛ that our nature being ſo dil: 


caled and cozrupted, it yʒcketh vs, and wholſy 


turneth vs, from the loue, ſtudie and exerciſe 
of that which is good: and contrariwiſe diſpo- 
ſeth and pꝛouoketh vs to embꝛace and kollowe 
vice , with a maruailous will and readineſſe. 
Belides , wee are d2tuen and ledde in this 
caſe by many tentations and aſſaultes, where- 
witch the fleſhe, the wozlde and deuill doe 


continually aſlaile vs, Wherefoze wee muſt 


conclude, that in the whole woꝛlde, there can 
neuer be founde a righteous man if righteoul⸗ 
neſle be to be meaſured accozding to that de- 
finitton, which the Philoſophers haue giuen: 


and that it be eſtabliſhed, in a perfection of 


vertue, 


1 1 e to 
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taine to it, and poſſeſſe it: without thinking 


whole pꝛeſence and iudgement all our wozkes 7 4.18. 


vnto bs. 


Righteouſnes. 9 
bertue, which we muſt moze loue, eſteeme and 
honour , then any other good, and applie our 
whole ſpirite, and all our vnderſtanding to at⸗ 


at any time that this is any meane to make vs 
to be accompted righteous befoꝛe G O D, in 


ſhall euer be founde imperfect and damnable, and 9.3. 
if they be examined accozding to the rigour of & 25.4 
his righteouſnes. 

To vnderſtande then what this Chꝛiſtian 
righteouſnes is, aud in what it conſiſteth, it is 
meete to note, that Righteouſnes and iudge⸗ 
ment are cozelatiues, and foz the better vn⸗ 
derſtanding of the one, it muſt be referred to 
the other. The which thing map ealely be ob⸗ 
ſerued in many places of the newe Teſtament, , 
where righteouſneſle is referred to iuſtiſica⸗ 
tion, and iuſtification to righteouſneſle , In 
ſuch forte, that comparing thele places one 
with an other, a man ſhall finde that righteouſ: 7” hat 
nes is no other thing but the meane whereby „ 
we are tuſtified befoze the iudgement ſeace oak 
God. And that tufkification is nothing elle but hat in- 
a releaſe of our ſinnes which we obteine there Yen i. 
thꝛough the fauour, and in beholding the me⸗ 
rite of Jeſus Chpic, which there is imputed 


om. 3. 4. 5. 


|! Manye 
Kindes of 


t! zudoemets. 
[| udgemers. 


| The indoe- 
Wine 


| Pſzl. 39.6. 


142. 


| Pſal. 51. 7. 
& 62,10. 


| Sinulitudes 


corruption 
| of man, an 
his vnabi- 
| Grieto doe 


j good, 
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But here it is to be noted, that there are ma⸗ 


ny kinds of iudgements differing one from the 
other, that is to wit, there is the iudgement of 
God: the iudgement of the law: the iudgement 


ok men, c of our owae conſcience: and we muſt 


know whether our owne righteouſnes be ſuffi- 
cient to ſatisſte c anſwere to euerp one of theſe 
iudgements, and whether the ſame in any ok 
theſe, can ſtande vs in ſteede to obtayne an ac⸗ 
quitement and deliueraunce of the accuſations 
that are pꝛopounded by our enemies there a⸗ 
gainſt vs. 

Concerning Gods iudgement which is the 
firſt of the foure, we mult anſwere that it is im⸗ 
poſſible there, that we can defend vs, il we haue 
no other thing to bzing foozth and alleage but 
our own innocẽcie: foꝛa ſmuch as our thoughts, 
our affections, our woꝛdes, our actions. and ge⸗ 
nerally our whole life and nature being exami⸗ 


ned, it ſhal be founde that in man is nothing els 


but vanitie, and to be ſhoꝛt the very matter of 
death and damnation, fo2 howe can an euill tree 
bꝛing foꝛth any good fruite ? and howe can rot⸗ 


| ſhewingthe ten and wozmeaten ſeede, engender any thing, 


but like it lelfe? Ju like maner how can a man 
from a poyſoned and infected veſſell dꝛawe one 
dꝛop of good wine? let vs conclude then, that 
we neither doe, noz can doe any thing, that _ 

E 
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Righteouſnes. IT 


be able co abide that rigozous examination of 


the tuſtice of God, and that in vs and in our 4 
whole life there is nothing that can there wars | 
rant and deliuer vs but his mercte alone. Be⸗ 

cauſe we are as the Pꝛophet ſayth, a wildernes 9 
alcogether ouergrowen with buſhes,bzambles, * 
and bzyers, which are good fo2 nothing, but to 

be burnt, c a very dunghill of coxruptton where f — 
there is nothing (as S. Auguſtine ſayth) but o, c. 
euen the very ſincke and aboundance of milerie zo. 

and filthines, 

The beginning then of our righteouſnes is, The begin- 
that we accuſe and condemne our lelues, & chat 7g 7 our 
we confeſſe befoze God that (which he know⸗ . 
eth wel enough) to wit that we are nothing but er. _ 
duſt and cozruption. vnrighie- 

The pꝛodigall childe withdꝛawing him ſelfe ones. 
farre frõ his fathers houſe, neuer thought that Ye n 
he could returne thether oꝛ attaine to righteoul is of _ 
nes c vertue, from which he was ſalne, but by 7 
the knowledge and feeling which he had of his 1c. 15.18. 
fauliss, and the ſure perſwaſton which he had 
conceaued to confeſſe them. 

The Publican comming to the Temple loa: 7e. ſecond 
den and couered with vice and ſinne, had re- % 
membzance ofhis vice and wzetchednes,which >» 2 
he with great griefe and deepe gronings con: 13.14. 
keſſed: whereupon it came to paſſe that he re · 
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turned righteous into his owne houſe, 


3-Example After Dautd # holy Peter were turned away 


. 2 from God, thzough a great vnkindnes and foz- 


zer 


2.54.12. 13 ces, Which they had receaued ofhis large libe⸗ 
Lac. 22. 62. ralitic,had they anp other meane to be reconci⸗ 


led vnto him, but by the acknowledgement and 


cofefſion oftheir ſinnes? wherupon we muſt cõ⸗ 
clude, that by this we muſt appꝛoch befo2e god. 
And that there is nothing that doth mote allure 


and knit vs to him, then a penitent heart which 


(as S. Auguſtine ſaith) feeleth and continually 
bewaileth his ſinnes and imperfections, 
The ac- This humilitie is not onely the foundation 


hnowledge- 
ment of our 


getfulnes,as wel from him, as from thoſe gra. 


> of our righteouſneſſe (as John Chꝛiſoſtome 


iſeries i; (apth)but alſo of all our religion, the which de: | 


the foiida- capeth ag ſoone as we begin to conceaue any o- | 


ion of our inion of our ſelues 02 of our owne bertues. he 


region. (ſayth S. Auguſtine) will not be any longer of 
the body, that refuſeth to be humble, c to make 


bimſelfe litle with his head: foz oꝛdinarily as 
' 4 fmiiz. the valleyes are moze aboundaunt and bzing 
nde ſie. fooꝛth mote fruite then doe the mountaines, by 
wing the reaſon that being moze low, they receaue moe | 


g-od ch48 commodiouſiy all the dew and fatnes which fal- | 
' of king. leth anddeſcendeth from the hie billes: euen ſo | 
lie. it behoueth that we be moze low and humble in 


commeth 


1. S4. 15 17. OUr obne eyes, if we will, chat God replenith 


* 
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b 
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bs with bis graces: the which mape finde no: 


þ 


the dzopſie, who by reaſonof the groſleneſſe of 
their bodies, ſeeme to bein good eſtate: not: „. 
; withſtanding thep be full of nothing but water 
and ſuch euil humoꝛs; which in the end are the 


plate in vs, if we pꝛeſume any whit of our ver⸗ 


cues. Which thing Jelus Chzift ſayth to thoſe 


'Scribes and Phariſes, whom he ſawe arro- 


gant and pꝛeſumptuous, and puffed vp with a 


vaine and falſe opinion, that they had conceaued 
ok their owne righteoulneſle ; you iuſtiſie your 


ſelues befoze men, ſaith he vnto them: but God . 16.15. 

knoweth pour hartes within, befoze whom, 

they oftentimes are moſt abhominable, that are 

in greateſt credit and reputation in the wozlde. 
Mherefoze when there is any queſtion ron: Pride ir 

cerning righteouſnes, we mult diligently take qure con- 


heede that we be not like thoſe that are ſicke of 2 or 


A ſimili- 


cauſe of their death. 
Let not then that outward appearance which l. 
we may haue af any vertue beguile & de ceaue er, 


vs, becauſe that all the vertue, that we can pꝛo⸗ Ws — 


uide fo2 our ſelues, can no mote endure befoze 7 h m# 
God, then ware befoze the fire. And as there i» an »/e 
; needeth na moze but one pinne oz pꝛicke to h haue, 
pearce a bladder, to mak? all the wind therein l 


Ie but im- 


| tncloſed, incoutinently ta come fooꝛth: euen ſo, perſeATion 


there needech no moze, but one very litle tenta⸗ before Gott 


Rom.10. 3. 


2.Cor.3.5. 


Nom. 3. 27. Fo all our glozy(as S. Paule ſayth) is exclu⸗ 
ded, and we haue not any thing in our ſelues, 


and. y. 2. 
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tion to pull che vizarde from hypocrites; and 
to diſcouer them to euery man, who ſhall know, 
after that they halbe ſifted, that there was no⸗ 


thing but a colour and an imagination of all 
the reputation of righteoulnes & vertue, which 


they had gotten amongſt men. 
Let vs not make then any actompte ok all 


the righteouſnes which can be in vs, noꝛ let vs 


not bꝛing it to the iudgemẽt af our God, to bet⸗ 


ter our cauſe, oʒ to winne there by lawe any 


thing fo2 vs. Foꝛzalmuch as there was neuer 
any other cauſe of the ruine of the Jewes;. no2 : 


any thing that onerthzewe them, e made them 


fruſtrace of the hope they had to attaine to the 


righteoulneſſe which they pꝛetended, but the 


onely pꝛeſumptuous opinion they had concea⸗ 


ned to be able to appeare there, thzough their 
owne rightccoulſnes, 
Nowe to the ende we fall not beadlong into 


the like daunger and inconuenience, let vs ac⸗ 


Knowledge and feele in our ſelues, that we are 
not able to thinke one onely good thought , but 


let vs be reſolued in this, that all our abſlitie is 


from the alone grace and bountie of our God. 


whereof we may boaſt our ſelues. 


Foz beinge naturally deade in ſinne as | 


we 


Righteouſnes. 15 
we are, can we haue any good motion 02 fee- Argumenrs 
ling? But it is certaine that befoze our rege⸗proue the 
neration, and befoze we be called thzough then 


grace of God to the knowledge of him: we are 2 


blinde and can not ſee any whitte of the miſte⸗ an before 


ries and ſecretes of God. Moꝛeouer, we are God. 


deaſſe and can not heare his voyce: we are ſicke 50... 14. 
bol the palſcp and impotente, and not able to 


Deut. 14. 4. 
EZec. 11. 12. 


walke in his wapes: we haue an hart of ſtone, . 36. 
which bꝛingeth foozth no good affection: and 26. 


aà mouth full ofbitternes and curſſing , and we 
aͤre as an open graue, from whence commeth 


nothing but ſkenche and cozruption: to con⸗ 


tlude, we are altogether dead, depziued of all Nox 3. 1j. 


good, in ſuch ſozt, that we haue not any good 


ple ol our reaſon. Let no man flatter him ſelfe 


(ſapeth S. Auguftine)fozaſmuch as we are no: ine 
thing ofour ſelnes but deuills & Sathans: that Pn 795% 
is to ſaye, of our owne nature, we are enemies 


bol God, ok his honour, of his lawe, and of all 


vertue: and there is not any other difference 
betwixt vs and Deuills, but the onely pitie, 
which God hath vnto vs, c che gracious fauour 


which it plealed him to ſhewe vnto vs. And al- | 
though Godhath accepted of vs, that being 


receaued into his:couenaunc; we are cõſecrated 


vnto him to be his temple: notwithſtanding all 


theſe great &'tncomp2ehenſible-fauours which 


| | Joſue. 40.6. 


Pſal. 103. 
14 


[ | 2h 62. 10 greateſt and goodlieſt of the w 


Al. ſimili- 
' gude to 

hem the 
|. hypacriſte 
and miſe- 
rie of man. 
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he hath ſhewed vs, we ought not vtterly to abo⸗ 


liſh che remenibzance which we ought alwayes 


to haue of our hozrible coꝛruption. The Scrip⸗ 


ture to the end to beate downe our pꝛeſumptiõ, 


and to keepe vs mindefull of the coꝛruptiam ot | 


our nature, putteth vs continually in remem | 


bzaunce, that we and all fleſh — — 
graſſe, wozmes meate, duſt, and filth as Da 
uid ſayeth that God knoweth vs, and 


we are made: and that to be briefe, we are un | 


thing but duſt and putrekaction: yea that the 
lewozlde with 
all their commoditie and beau which men ſa 
much eſteeme, are nothing but banitie: and that 
if they were put into the ballaunce tobe wayed 
with nothing, nothing would be found heauier 
then they. Being then ſo noted in the Scrip⸗ 
ture, vea when we are ſo adoꝛned and enriched 
with the great and pꝛecious giftes of our God: 


in what eſtimation ſhall we haue righteouſnes 


and vertues whereof we thinke to haue ſo great 
plenzie : „ 


Me do as marchaunts, who alwapes pꝛayſe 
and eſteeme their wares e marchaundiſe moꝛe 
then they are woꝛth: euen ſo doe we ol our ver⸗ 
tues: but when thep are examined and p2iſed by l 


thoſe which know them, as by the ſpirit of God | 
and his Pꝛophets, they are altogether * 


ee ab: 


5 


10s | 
es 


ps | ontwardly haue ſome gliſtering and ſhewe, but 
io, win are nothing but duſt g durt: o2, as counters 
of | faite money, which is of ill mectall howe goodly 


ms 


we | ſaith Eſay are as olde ragges , foule and loths we: of ab 
Jas | ſometo ſee. O. Paule albeit he walked in the Sr 
of | 1awe, without rebuke, and that he felthimlelfe © Tuber 


10s 


he | willingly to haue tranſgreſſed: yet notwith- peo 


th 
ſa 
at 


as old ragges, toꝛne, tyed together & patchedvp 
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againe: # as old images new gilded ouer, which 


| pꝛinte ſoeuer it haue. All our righteouſneſles mo 


not culpable in any thing in his conſcience no? ;; 7 | 


| ſtanding hee eſteemech his righteouſteſſe as ne of 
dongue ., Daniel pzapingvnto God, alleageth _ befers 
not his owne righreouſnes + vertues , neither % . @ 
' the righteouſnes and vertues of his compagnt- — a 
ons, to the ende to cauſe God to encline, and to | 
heare his papers, Now (ſaith he) that we are 

beloꝛe thy face, we can ſet nothing befoze thee, 

no pꝛopounde any thing on our part but ſhame 
and conkuſion. Curſed (ſapth Augultine) be all Auge, 
vur righteoulneſſes, if they be iudged without 

| themetcie of God. And Tertullian: All the T 
good that we doe (ſayth he) and all the righte⸗ 
oulneſſe and vertue which is in vs, is nothinge 

but ſhame and repꝛoch. 

' Ghenthey ſpake theſe thinges, it was not 
uwithout great reaſon, becauſe there is no righ⸗ 

| teouſnes and vertue in vs, which > not defiley 
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* Hewe the 
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and polluted with great vices. Alſo, there is not fk 
any fapth,which is not mingled wich an infinite. |; 
number ofdoubtes, errours and fonde imagina⸗ [ 
tions: no2 likewiſe, any godlines which is not 
contaminate with innumerable ſcruples and ſu⸗ 
perſtitons. To conclude : all our wine (as E- 
:2, [ap ſayeth) is mingled with water, and all our 
' cozne is full ofdarnel and dure, . 
Nowe if a man woulde boaſt of his ſtrength 
and health, and pet were ſubiect to a thouſande 
diſeaſes: 02 of his knowledge, and yet were ig⸗ 
noꝛant of all good learning: 02 of his ritches, and [ 
yet were indebted and endaungered to the whole 
woꝛlde: woulde not euery one mocke him as an 


rhem, that idiote and a foole ? euen ſo we aſwell ſhewe our | 
zhinke to 
haue in thẽ 


ignoꝛzaunce, and what ſlender vnder ſtanding we 
haue, when wee will attribute any righteoul· } 


| herwiih. nes tu Our ſelues, and boaſt our ſelues in it, be þ 
| allzo ſtand it neuer ſo litle. 

v, God Pe that is ſtrong (ſapth Jeremie) let him 1 
i ere. g. 23. not boaſte and pꝛeſume of his ſfrength , no2 he 


that is wiſe ofhis wiſedome, noz he that is ritch f 
ol his ritches, becauſe that, ifwe conſider what * 
we haue on the one ſide, we mult marke what !y 
wee lacke on the other , And when all ſhalbe f 
well caſte, it ſhall bee founde that the expence * 
will farre ſurmounte the receipt, and the debtes ic 


Are much greater, then the reuenue. Pozeouer, 


all 


ite which men moſt wonder at and wozſhip in the 
a”. | wozlde, is nothing elſe (as Solomon ſapeth) 
of but vanitie. J's there any thing ſo ſtable and 
ſu⸗ durable, which is not mutable, tranſitozie, and 
E-= |vncertaine ? what madnes then is it to make ſo 
ur great a matter and ſo highly to eſteeme of our 

lelues; fo; thinges of ſs {mall valewe ? we are 
th | oftentimes like to thoſe that, dꝛeame and wake 
de againe, who when thep are a ſleepe thinke to 
ig⸗ haue founde ſome great treaſure, and haue a 
no great ioye in it: but after their wakening, they 
4 ſee that all is vaniſhed like ſmoke, whereupon 
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of | all that is greateſt under the Sunne, and that 


Eccle. 4. 2. 
and 1,1, 


A ſimili- 


vd e. 


an they vexe a grieue them ſelues. Likewiſe when 


ur | wee thinke that wee are righteous, this is a 
we dzeame, which paſſeth rhzough our ſpirits and 
uſ- vaniſheth aſſoone as we are awake and are de⸗ 
be ſiuered from the darkenes of ignozance, where: 

in we were afleepe and buryed. S. Paule whi⸗ 
im ſeſt he was ignozaunt, without a true and right 
be knomledge of p lawe, thought to be righteous, 
ich and kelt not inne any whitte raigning in him, 


An exam 


gat vntill that God by his grace, had illuminated 5 in Paul 


4 a will by the lawe knowen vnto A 
E 


him, to conſequently the luſtes, c coʒruption p 
ice was in bis! nature. The which made him ſoone 
es enough to fo2goe the opinion which he had cons 
1 ceaued of his owne righteouſnes and vertues, 


all B il. 


efore his 
t Conmerſion, 
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After that wee haue well ſwept our an 
bers, it ſeemeth vnto vs 5 they are very cleane: 


And pet notwithſtanding, when the ſunne com⸗ 
mech, to enter there by the windowes, we per⸗ 
ceaue ſtreightwapes by the beames an infinite 


deale ofduſt, which p Philoſophers call motes: 


euen ſo ofcentimes befoze we be wel inſtructed 
in plawe ol God, if we be exempted from groſle 
c palpable ſinnes, ſuch as are murchers , whoꝛ⸗ 
domes , theftes, we glozie that we are perfect 
and innocent. But when our conſciences come 
to be diſcried by the woꝛde of Gov, & that Telus; 
Chꝛiſt who is the light hath entred there by his 

ſpirite: then he maketh vs co ſee by his beameg 
an infinite number of faultes and imperkections, 
which are hidden in our heartes, as are the ſer⸗ 
- pents in their holes , Saint Paule ſayth that he 
neuer vnderſtoode, that concupiſcence was a 
vice, vntil he had ſeene in the lawe, that it was 
there foꝛbidden. Yea,buthadde he not learned 
this in the ſchoole of Gamaliel, befoze his con: | 
uerſion ? J graunt, as concerning the outward 


barke and ſuperficially , But he hadde not attai · 
ned pet to the bottome, the which wee can not 


doe, vntil we haue bene in the ſchoole of Jeſus 


Chzift, whoe in the lawe will make vs truely to 
knowe both God and our felues , euen as the 
ſunne ſhining by his bꝛighines maketh vs to ſee 


it 


; 
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it ſelfe, and all thinges with it. 


and couered: which cauſeth that we can not dil⸗ 


time that we are couered wich the darkeneſſe ol 


ſee : 
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In the nyght by reaſon of the darkeneſle n 2 
ſpꝛead vppon the earth: all thinges are hidde /=#irad 


cerne and dilcouer the ſpottes which we haue 
in our faces: But when the light beginnech to 
appeare, and that we take a glaſſe, to beholde 
our ſelues therein: then they are diſcouered and 
ſhewe them ſelues: euen ſo likewiſe during the 


iqnozaunce , the vices that dwell in vs, are hid- 
den there, and oftentinies wee thinke, being 
lepꝛous anddefo2ined, that wee are beawriful 
and perfect: but our eyes being open, and illu⸗ 
minate by the ſpirite and grace of our God, and 
taking the glaſle ofthe lawe, therein to beholde 
the eſtate of our nature and our lyfe : then wee 
begin to knowe the great and greeuous imper⸗ 
fections that are in vs: and we attonce looſe the 
opinion which we had conceaued befoze, of our 
owne righteouſnes and vertues, | 
We are oftentimes lyke vnta dꝛunkardes n ober 
who being ouercharged with wine and meate, Ymiliuude. 
haue no maner of knowledge o? feeeling of the 
caſe wherein they are, no! of any thing elle, and 
pet hauing their face couered, and all to be⸗ 
raped with durt, they canne not perceaue it 
vncill that their wine be * z and their 
iii 
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bzatne deliuered from thoſe funies and vapours | 
whereby they were lo letted , and darkened. 
Me lykewyle, befoze we be regenerate, are in | 
ſuche ſozte belotted with a loue that we beare to 
our ſelues, and with a vaine opinion that wee 
haue conceaued of our ſelues, that we know not 
the filthineſſe and villanies wherewith we are 
berayed. But when the light of the ſpirite and 
wo2de of God beginnes to bꝛeake foꝛth vnto vs, 
we come by litle and litle to bzeake and ſratter 
thoſe claudes, which were beloze our ſenles, 
and recouering the viewe of our reaſon, we be⸗ 
ginne to awake our ſelues, and diſcouer the pi⸗ 
tifull and miſerable eſtate wherein we are. And 
looke as this knowledge groweth and encrea⸗ 
ſeth in vs, ſo muche the mote it augmenteth and 
| encreaſeth the knowledge of our vices and im⸗ 
| The Pa- periections, As wee may {ee by experience in 
viarches, the fathers, who though they were notable and 
| 22 excellent perfonages , and marked with all no- | 
| Ze: in Cable vertues : yet natwithſtanding they made 
| whom they no accomptof them: but contrariwiſe they con: | 
Jouzhe feſſed that they were the greateſt ſinners in the 
their righ- wozlde, as a man may ſee by thoſe goodly con⸗ 
reonſnt%. feſſions whiche the ſcrivture mentioneth , to 
haue ben made of Abzahain, Tſaac,Jacob, Da- 
uid, Jeremie, Daniell, D. Paule, S. John, 
and generally of the whole Church: by which 
we 
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we woulde judge them to haue bene the moſte 
wicked men, which were vpon the earth, if we 
knew not the humilitie, that was in them, and 
in what contempt they hadde them ſelues and 
their wozkes , foz the great knowledge they 
had of the lawe of God: the which engendꝛed in 
them an other thing, to wirte, the knowledge 
of the imperfection which was in them and in 
their lyfe, when they came to mcaſure it acco2- 
ding to the rule of the lawe, and bꝛought al their 
thoughtes, delires, wo2des, and actions, to be 
tryed by the will and oꝛdinaunce of God, | 

Weelaye in a common pꝛouerbe, that ſuch a 
one as thinketh him ſelfe in beſt health, carpeth 
death in his boſome , Thich mult not onely be 


health of the ſoule. Fo2 the diſcales of the body 
are nothing ſo daungerous, as thole of the 


A ſimili- 


made zake 


of a comm 


ſoule : becauſe that verte many ( albeit their prouerbe. 


hartes are full of diſtruſtes, doubtinges, errozs, 
falſe opinions, ingratitudes, enuies, reuenge⸗ 
ments, darkenes, ignoꝛaunce, and other deadly 
diſeaſes) neuertheleſſe they thinke them ſelues 
in verp good health, and that their righteoul⸗ 
neſſe is ſufficient to enable them, to aunſwere 
and ſatiſtie the iudgement of God. As that 
pꝛoude Phariſie, who in ſteade of humbling 
him ſelfe befoze God and _— his faultes 
. DO Lit, 


Luc. 3. 11. 
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to him ſetteth fooxch and extolleth his owne b 
Wa wozkes in his pꝛayer. And the Scribe that 
lere. 2. 23. Ragged, that he had accomplithed the whole 
3 law: and the Sinagogue, that boaſted her ſelfe y 
ofher owne innocencie, and in that, that ſhe had o 

not ſinned, {Uherefoze God cauſed complaint co 
be made againſt her, to conuince her of hipocri⸗ b 
fie, and of che ſinnes that ſhee hadde fo2gotten, h 
though negligence, and of the loue, that ſhe /P 
b 
fl 


pucht to haue bozne vnto him. | 
Although then that God doeth not alwayes | 
diſcouer our faulces whollp vnto vs, he will not t. 
therefoze that we make light of them: but if we i 
doe, he ſtreightwayes calleth vs to a reckning, t 
and requireth them of bs, and conſtrainecth us 
to confeſſe them vnto him, that he may fozgiue l 
bs: to the ende, that we maye haue occaſton 
hereby, to acknowledge and ſet foo2th his great 1 
| liberalitie. And this is all that he requireth and x 
'F demaundech of vs foz hauing acquited and difs | f 
charged vs of ſuch a great and notable ſumme, f 
wherein we were indebted to him. Foz looke 1 
0 

[ 

h 

f 

f 


S 


howe muche ſoeuer of the glozie of anye righ⸗ 
teouſneſſe and vertue we attribute to our ſel⸗ 
ues , ſo muche wee diminiſhe of the bountie 1 
1K and liberalitie of our God, and wee pzouoke 
him to ielouſie, becauſe we beare him not that 
lone, noz reuerence, that wee owe vnto * 
ut 5 


R LL 
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ne | but doe moze loue our owne honour then his, 
hat And euen like as a huſbande louing his wpfe 
ole tenderly, (to make his affection knowen vnto 
fe her, beſtowing vpon her many great pꝛeſentes 
ad of golde and coſtly Jewelles,) is verie heauie if 
to the diſſemble the giftes which he hath beſtowed 
ri⸗ vpon her and ſay ſhee hath purchaſed them by 
n, her owne monp: Euen ſo God can in no wile be 
he [pleaſed with vs, if we wil conceale oꝛ els attri- 

[hace to our ſelues, the graces which he hath be⸗ 
eg [ſfowen vpon vs, which he woulde haue to bee 
ot teſtimonies, tokens and demonſtrations of the 
ve inuiolable loue and fidelicie that he bearech vn⸗ 
s Poiſes ſayde vnto the people of Iſrael, whis 
4 leſt they were pet in the wildernes : MAhen 

thou ſhalt come into the lande which God hatb 
— | pzomiſedto thy fathers, and ſhalt hane taken 
d | poſſeſſion thereof, and peaceablye enioye the 
. kruictes and delicate thinges that it ſhall bzing 


A ſnili· 
tude. 


foozth vnto thee. Take good heede that thou ſap Den. 
4 not, that thy ſtrength and righteouſnes hath ?. 


| | gotten all this: but acknowledge that God, by 

: his onely goodnes and lone which he beareth 

e | bntothee,hath ſhewed theſe great benefitcs and 

. fauours to thee, without hauing any reſpect of 

thee, who waſt a rebellious and idolatrous peo- 

Ves no2 to thy wozkes, which were altogether 
1 
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vicious and faultie: euen ſo if God hath once! u 
bꝛought vs into his Church, let vs beware that f 
we ſaye nit that we haue merited oz gotten the b 
graces that bee there communicated vnto vs, by | 
our owne induſtrie: but let vs continually con⸗ f 

f feſſe our pouertie and vnwozthpnelle , and ac 
1 knowledge wich the Apoſtle, that in that wee 

[ are vertuous, we are ſo, by the meane of his 

onely goodnes: and then without all compari⸗ 
ſon we ſhalbe richer & happyer, then we houlde| | 
be, if we woulde be ſo, by our owue meane and | 
by our owne ſtrength: muche moze Jay by the 
liberalitie of our good God, who is much richet 
and moze aboundaunt to geue vnto vs, then 
our owne ſtrength and fozce can purchaſe, oz | 
heape vppon vs. And wee mult perſwade our 

ſelues that God can doe vs moze good in one 
moment, then wee knowe howe to delire oz to 
compaſſe by our trauell oz diligence, in tenne 
milions of peares. 

RY What cauſe then is there, that wee ſhoulde | 
andes ſbe- not Deſire and labour to bee moze ryghteous by 
ving that the grace of our God, then by our owne vertue? 

we have A man ſhalbe a great deale moze bealthfull that 
reader, * will be thzoughlp gouerned by the regiment rx 
be: „ counſell of ſome good and expert Philittons, | 
gase of then he that will be lead altogether by his owne 
(Gd. appetite, A beaſt is a great deale becter go- | 
; uerned 
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uerned by man, then it can bee by it ſelke. A 
feild?, a vine, a tree, are in muche better caſe, 
being tilled, cutte and pꝛuned by labourers and 
zby huſbandmen , then ik they were lefte to them 
on⸗ ſelues. Bodies alſs being alone, and withaut 
ac] any lyfe, are blockes, but hauing the ſoule and 
vee! lyfe in them, they are applyed and vſed to an 
infinite number of goodly and excellent actions: 
rt-] Mhereby a man mape eaſelye perceaue, that 
Ide the inkeriour natures, to the ende they may bee 
nd well gouerned and ruled, haue neeve of the go⸗ 
he uernement# guiding ol the ſuperiour. Whence 
er commeth it then, that in the matter of righte⸗ 
en oulnelle, wee thinke that our rcaſon and will 
o: haue moꝛe might, then the grace of our Godꝛ 
ur There are certaine vaine gloztous beaſtes, 
ne which bꝛagge that they haue gotten that which 
ta they knowe, by their owne onely diligence, and 
ie without the helpe of any other maiſter and teas 
ther: and that they are no further bounde, fox 
e the good they knowe, then to their owne labour 
and trauell. And alſo there be ſome others pet 
e mone pꝛoude and arrogant, who thinke them 
It ſelues with power ſufficiently enabled, to get 
all vertues by their owne naturall faculties: 


then in thus plealing chem ſelues , in them 


as Pelagius and all his ſecte, who canne not Pelagius 
better ſhewe their arrogancie and ignoꝛaunce, & his ſet? 
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ſelues, and hauing in ſuche eſtimation and ad⸗ 
miration, the naturall fozce and power, which 
they allly attribute to them ſelues. The which 
is an euident ſigne, that they neuer knewe them 
ſelues na2 the ſtrength of their owne ſhoulders, 
in vaunting ſo of the weaknes and pouertie that 
is in them. 

But foz our partes, if we deſire to be cladde 
with a 12 which is able to ſtande be⸗ 
foze the face of God, and to appeare with aſlu⸗ 
raunce in his iudgement, let vs not ſeeke it in 
our ſelues, but let vs ſeeke it, and finde it, in the 
onelp grace and mercie of our God, Fo} (as 
S. Auguſtine ſapeth) there is nothing within 
bs, that can pleaſe and content him, but one⸗ 
ly that, which hee hath put in vs of his owne 
goodneſſe. 


Let vs not then followe cheſe pꝛoude ſpi⸗ 


rites, which delight and content them ſelues 
in nothing but in their owne wozkes, e thzough 
a doting imagination accompting and eſtee⸗ 
ming them goodly and perfect, euen as Apes 
doe their young ones: but contrariwiſe, let all 
that is in vs, and al that we doe, diſpleaſe vs, and 
let vs bee the firſt iudges to condemne our 


ſelues and our wozkes, foꝛaſmuch as the meane 


to come to righteouſnes, is to bee able to ap- 
pꝛoche with confidence, to the thzone and iudge⸗ 
| ment 


D-/ mentſeateof our God, and continually to ſaye 
< | with the holy Apoſtle: I knowe that Jam cars Nom.. 
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Foꝛ J doe the euill which diſpleaſeth me, and 


| fanour had choſenfrom among all þ men of the conſidere- 
| wozld,andwhoeuen in thoſe times of bis ignos 77 29> | 
raunce liued in luch ſozt accoꝛding to the righ⸗ eb 


and vnrebukeable towardes men. That a one ſerable 


then might he be being regenerated, taken vp mer 
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nall and ſoulde vnder ſinne : by meanes where⸗ 
ol IJ can in no wiſe appꝛoue that which J doe, 


can not doe the good J loue and deſp2e to doe, 
certainely there is not in me, (that is to ſaye 
in my fleſhe) any good thing. J ſee and feele 
continually in my members a lawe which figh- 
teth againſt the lawe of my minde, and leadeth 
me captiue to the lawe of ſinne which is in my 
members. 

O howe this confeſſion ought thꝛoughly to 
beate downe the pꝛide and arrogancie of thoſe 
pꝛeſumptuous ones, and ſtop vp the mouthes 
of all thoſe that will be tnſfified by their owne 
wozkes and vertues. Foz it commeth from a 
veſſell and inſtrument which God by ſpeciall 


teouſnes of the lawe, that hee was blameleſſe / 71 


into the third heauen, where he had heard ſe: %. 12. 
cretes, which it was not lawfull foz him to ve- 7.4 
ter, æ who had ſo greatly trauelled in the wozke ce. 11. 
ol the Lozde to plant and to water his Church, . 
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that therein he paſſed and farre out went all his 
compagnions. And to conclude , hee gaue 
place to none of them, neither in Knowledge, 
no2 in ʒeale, no2 in high , and diuine meditan | 
tions, 102 in diligence, no2 in bertues, no? in 
any other thing which was agreeable to his vo⸗ 
cation, fo his good and vpꝛight walking there · 
in. If then ſuche a perſon did in ſuch ſozte and ſo; 
muche humble him ſelfe, what ought we to doe 
| after him? 
An other J lape, whoſe mouth and tongue was clean⸗ 
example of ſed by one ofthe Chernbins, and was ſent from 
be ſhumili. hefoze the face of God fo2 this purpoſe: who al: 
0 . 15 la had exerciſed his miniſterie in the Churche 
ber ſcruaũe Of, God the ſpace of thꝛee ſkoze peares and 
| pf God. moze, and without ceaſing day and night, was 
1/aie.6.6. gg à good watchman vpon the wall to diſcouer 
the comming of the enemies, to the ende that 
both him lelfe , and thoſe over whome he hadde b 
charge might not be ouertaken thzough negli⸗ 
gence: what ſayth he of him ſelfe ? and in what 1 
( 
| 
| 
| 


= 


: 
e. ds. 8. Mace and degree doth he put him ſelfe ? Thou 
1 art (ſayth he to God) our Creatour, and wee 
| . are nothing but earth and duſt . All our righ⸗ 
teonſnes is as filthie cloutes, and we are all fa⸗ 
ded as a leafe, and our iniquities haue carped 
vas as the winde: there is none that calleth vpon 
thy name, no2 that ſtirreth vp him ſelfe ws + 
olde 


his þolde bppon thee: foz thou batt hidde thy face 
ne from vs, and haſt conſumed vs becauſe of our 
re, iniquities. Dught not this confeſſion to make 


(an 


in 


10>: 


14 


{o: 


oe 


humble him ſelfe befoz2e God. Pumilitie wag 7 £2114 
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all the glozie and righteouſnes of theſe pꝛoude 
zypocrites, to bluſhe fo2 ſhame ? Certainely 

be perfection which thoſe imagine, deſeruech 
not to be compared to the imperkection of thole 
excellent ſeruauntes of God, noz their phantas 
ſticall riches and aboundance to their pouertie. 
Foꝛ as much as the baſeſt golde, though it bee / nu. 
raped with ſome dirte, is alwayes moze pꝛeci⸗ nde 4. 
ous then the bꝛighteſt lead that a man can finde. 9ſt be 
Euen ſo the righteouſneſſe of a Chꝛiſtian man, N 
though it be defiled chzough manp infirmities pocrites, J 
and imperfections, pet notwithſtanding is moze 

to be eſteemed then all the righteouſnes of hypo⸗ 

crites and infidelles, 

There ts nothing better, then fo2 a man to The fre 
the cauſe that the Caaniciſh who was others — 
wile a dogge, became a fapthfull: woman, and 
that her fapth was pꝛelerred, befoze the fapth of 
all che people of God. Becaule there is no bet⸗ 

o- meane-,-to lift vs bp, then to humble our 
lues : ta be wyſe, then to repute our ſelues 
fooles: toche ſlrong, then tg feele our owne debi⸗ 


| lirming,ſaperh, that all gur: ſtrength is in hus 


litie and weakenes . And this. S. Auguſtin con⸗ 
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militie, and that there is nothing mote weake 1 
nil and fraile then pꝛide and pꝛeſumption. Fozaſq 1 
nde of tbe much as all pzoude perſons ſtape chem ſelues ! 
Frande end yyon their owne ſtrength, that is, ſtapvppon ad 
of the hii- ręede and vpũ the ice ok one nights freſing : and] 1 
are like vnto ſmoke that mounteth vp on high, t 
and ſo in going vp ts ſcattered and commeth co 1 
nothing. But the humble man is as a rocke oz! 4 
a ſquare bodie, which is alwayes ſtaped on 1 
which ſide ſoeuer it be turned, and there is no] 
man (as ſapth that ſame good father) ſo harde i 
to be healed, as he that thinketh him ſelfe to be] 1 
hoale: fozaſmuch as he alwayes refuſeth coun⸗ ! 
ſell ofthe Phiſition, and will cake no remedies, f 
no? keepe any good dyet oz gouernment of hint] { 
ſelfe, which ſhould be meete and healthfull fo2] t 
him. Euen ſo likewiſe there is no man farther] 
of from the righteouſneſle of God, then he that 
hath ſome good opinion of him ſelfe. Fo? ſich] ? 
commonly are obffinate , and can not without! 
great difficultie, be bꝛought from the perſwai 
ion, which they haue couceaued of their owne 
1 righteouſnes. 

Preſump- There is then no greater e 

| #0n ver) moe daungerous in the wozlve, then this. Fox 

eren whoſoeuer pꝛeſumeth ſu ol his owne rb > 

vertue, and that he tan ol him ſelle — 
he maketh him leile equal with God. Foz there 

is 
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ake 18 none but God, Which is of him ſelfe, and by 
zal nature wyſe, rygbteous; bleſſed ann pevfecc. 
ues Men are not otherwile wyſe, then bylearning 
n a and inſtruction: noꝛ ryghteous but bn grace: 
and] no2 happie, but by the fruition and participa⸗ 
xb,] tion ofthe ſoueraigne good: If then ann wül 
to] depende vpon him ſelfe, and eſtabliſhe in him 
02] ſelfe the foundations ol kelicitie and happines, 

on| pꝛeſuming that thꝛongh the ligbt a quickneſſe 

no] of his owne ſpirite, he can obtaine wyſedome, 

rde and by the power of his awne will, righteoul⸗ 

bel nes, and by the contentation and delight which 

un⸗ be hath of his owne vertues and actions, per⸗ 

es,| fectfelicitie: certainly this man eſt᷑emeth him 

int] ſelfe to be lyke vnto God. But thoſe perſons 

that haue ſuch an opinion, & pzeſume ſo much 

ter] ofthem ſelues, they are founde in the ende to 

hat] come too ſhoze of their accompt: becauſe it cont« 

ich] meth to paſſe with them as it did to our fozefa · 

gut thers, who when they acknowledged not the 

va honour which God had beſfowed vpõ them, but 

ne went about to lift vp them ſelues in an higher 
degree then he had ſette them, they fell attonce 

to headlong, and became like vnto b2uite beaites: 
which thing happened co Mebucadnezar, who Nebuced- | 

T beinge become dzunken and beſides him ſelfe 2 
1 thzough the great victozies and pꝛolperities 2 yo 


ere that he had gotten; thought to — bp to — 


i 
for 


is 
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heauen and to make him ſelle equall with Gor 
but contrarp to his expectation, to beate domi | 
'-andneake the idle thoughtes and vi courles oft! 
his harte ( no otherwiſe then happened to thenſt 
that builded the Tower ol Babell) God hauing b 
attontce diſcharged him of his aucthozitte, dig 
nitie and mighte, togeather wich the loue. o 
.obedience, feare; and fidelicie of his ſubiectes 
Friends and ſeruaunts, in the end hating madgy 
him lyke to wilde beaſtes, with whom he linedJb 
and did eate, and dꝛinke, as though they hadſb 
bene his familiars and compagnions: he wagt 
taught by experience what it was, and the daũ⸗ b 
ger thereoffoz an earthly man to ſeeke to exald i 
him ſelte, and to take vy him to be haile fellowin 
Exod. 20.5 with God: foʒaſmuch as he is geleous of high 
5 glozie, and can not at any hande abide that his p 
glozie ſhoulde be abaſed oꝛ diminiched, withoueſ a 
being kindled e pꝛouoked to revenge himſelfgt 
vpon all thoſe whom he findeth guiltie of anyr 
ſuche audacitie and raſhenes. He woulde ſhewel c 
vs that we are bounde vnto God faz all theſh 
good thinges we haue, and that we owe vntoa d 
him therein faith and homage, and pꝛincipall t 
fo2 thoſe ſpirituall giftes of our goodnes andi 
felicitie: ſo as he will be accompted and confeſ n 
ſed to bee the chiefe cauſe and thauthour ol it 
that we are, alterwardes foz this that we argo 
good 
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on good, and to conclude fo that we are bleſſed: 
unt and when ſo euer we will attribute any of theſe 
s oſchꝛee thinges vnto our ſelues, oz elſe referre . 
zenithat unte any other then to him, he can not a⸗ 

ing bide it ngye ch 5 

dig Alexander the Great hearing the rehearlall /e xander 
ue, ſoł the great victoꝛies and Conqueſtes which e Great 
tes Philippe his father havde gotten and made, 
ade was grieued, fo) that his father hauinge ſo 08s princes. 
ed]bzaugbt into ſubſection the whole countrep and 
zadj]bzideled his enemies on eucry ſide, had already 

vag taken from him all hope of doing any honoja« 

afid ble oꝛ gloʒious thing. As he had bome himſelfe 

rald in hande he woulde doe, it ſo kaulling out that 

ou matter and occaſton to imploye himſeife , and 

hig his power fayled him not. Foz this is the pꝛo⸗ 

his pertie of all valiant and noble Pꝛinces,; to bee — 
aut agrieued when they looſe opoꝛtunitie to make f 
elfi them ſelues eſteemed and to winne honour and 
any renowme by their pꝛoweſſe, and that they are 
welconſtrained to reſt them ſelues and be idle at 
the home in their houſe, as miching cowardes and 
ntiſ daſtardes. In ſo much as there is nothing that 
ln they are moꝛe greedie ok, then the glozie and 
and immoztalitie of their names. Is it then any 
feſ{maruell if God who is altogether perfect, and 
ol in whom a man cannot repꝛebende any thing, 
ard oz deſire any thing, ſhould in 2 ſoztloue his 
od nn ii. 
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gloꝛy : feeing that ſinne full men are la deſirout 


in them that is commendable. But as concer⸗ 
ning us, we aye not ſuffer: our ſelues to bee 
banqutſhed oz ouermaiſtred of any ſuche pal · 
ſion., which (as S. Auguſtine layeth) is the 
wozlt guide, and moſt daungerous counſatſour, 
that wee canne chooſe, to rule and gouerne dur 
actions by. And it is impoſſible but that wee 
ſhoulde obaye this paſſion, when once we are 
ſubmitted vnto it, and become the ſclaues 
thereof, | 
Wherefoze that we may goe ſafely,we muſt 
be mainteined in a ſimple humilitie, not lifting 
vp our hartes to hie, but in ſuche wile taming 
| our appetites, that we be like to litle childzen 
IT: - that come from the nourſe. They that goe the 
| 2 ie plapne wape, are not in ſo great daunger to 
|| £5.45 fal as they which goe vpon the ridge of houſes, 
|! >wnivzie. 02 bppon the coppe of ſome high mountayne: 
1 Euen lo they that will be modeſt and haue no 
j opinion al them ſelues , they goe a great deale 
| moꝛe ſafely and ſurely, then they which haue a 
bigge heart and loftie lookeg . Foz the waye 
that leadeth to lyfe is ſtraight. And ſo is the 
gate whereby a man muſt enter there. Theres 
faze if we will paſſe thereat, we muſt not be ſo 
bigge and puffed vp wich an opinion bet our 
elues: 


of theirs, ik onte they thinke to haue any thing 


©, ag gy 


'| mult not eſteeme moze of our ſelues then wee 
are wozth. 


| leauen was foꝛbidden the Jewes, at the feaſt of e be 


leauen. C herefoge it is very requiſite that wee 


that counſell which our Sauiour Ch iſt giueth 
touching our almes: to witte, that our lett hand 


gender ſome pꝛeſumption in vs, which might 
toꝛzrupt that fozeſayde vertue: lyke as the lea⸗ 
uen ſowꝛeth the dough wherein it is mingled, 


? ws take 83 to our ſelues, yea though 


Righteouſnes. 37 
but we mutt be leane and ſpare, and we 


Philo the Jewe wyiteth that the cauſe why. , allego⸗ 


the Palleouer was, to giue them to vnderſtand en for- 
that by this pꝛohibition, they had to keepe thẽ To 1 
ſelaes from the daunger of pꝛide and pꝛeſump⸗ 

tion, into which they doe eaſely llide and fall, 

which haue any opinion ol them ſelues, puffing 

vp them ſelues thereby as the dough is with the 


take good heede, in all our wozkes, to followe 


knom not what our right hand doeth. He would 
teach thereby, that we ought to be ſo. vertuous, 
that our vertue be knowen to all the wozloe, to 
the ende to edifie them which ſhall ſee it and 
Ktidwe it: but of our ſelues it muſt not bee 
knowen, fo feare that we knowing it, it en 


But this ambition, as it is maſked and dif: 
guiſed, ſo it knoweth very well howe to difs 
ſemble, and to ſtatter our appetites : ſo as wee 


C itt, 


ambition. 


| 
| Pſal.zo.7. 
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we {tudie the beſt we can; to be humlle: nl 
much as it ſtealeth vnwares vppon:vs Jan 
ſhzoudeth it ſelfe ſecretly within our hearte, 
within which oftentimes it is kounde oz Fuer 
we wilt that it was entred. And this is the rra⸗ 
ſen why S. Auguſtine fapech, that all other 
ſinnes are to be feared and fled indifferently of 
all perſons: but the maſt perfect, and the belt 
exerciſed and experienced in vertue ought pꝛin⸗ 


A /aib- tipally to take heede of this rocke. Foz; ag 
| zudeagainſ# woꝛmes engender ſooner tn ſofte and tender | 


wood, then in other that is moꝛe hard + knot: 
tie: and likewiſe as mothes doe bꝛeed ſooner in 
fine woll, then in courſe flockes: euen fo ambi⸗ 
tion ſooner aſſaulteth an excellent and rare man 
in all kinde of vertue, then an other edle 
ſo vertuous. 0 391 
It is therefo2e very needefull that we take 
good hede that we be not ſleepy, neither become 
flothfull,: as it happened ſometimes vnta Da⸗ 
uid, as him ſelfe confeſſeth ſaying: when A was 
in pꝛoſperitie I thought J ſhoulde nkuer bee 


haken: The Lozd hauing in ſuch lozte eſtabli⸗ 
ſhed me ct vnderpꝛopped me by his grace, ſo as 


J aſſured mp ſelfe to be firme as the rocke ꝛbul 
aſſoone as he had turned away his countenance 
& withdzawen his ſpirit from me, I was faund 
on the earth, and J beganne to know and feele 
my 
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my feeblenes andinfirmitio.. It is conuonient 
therefoze that webe vigtlanc to conſider well 
all che meaues; and pꝛeuent all thoſe wayes ly 
which we maye be: taken aud deteaued ! There miu - 
be ſome which are ipke:co thoſe chat tugge at de 4 
the Dare ma Gallen. A man wonldetudge £ gainſt _ 
ſeeing their manner. of dringe and howe they See 15 
ſtreacch their armes oz warde, that they would * 
goe on and ſaple-fod2ch right: when with all 
their might they eufozce them ſelues to dꝛawe 
backe wardes: euen ſa being vaine. glozious, £ 
they will neuertheleſle perſuade, that they haue = 
nothing in greater deteſtatiõ then vaine glozie: 
when there is not any thing whereof they are 
mazeneſtrous and greedie. Buch in times paſt 
were the Phariſes as are yet at this dape the 
Pꝛieſtg and Monkes of the Papacie, whohaue 
their heartes ſwolne and puſſed vp with ambi⸗ 
tion: which: they cloke and colour vnder the 3 
biz arde and outwarde ſhem of humilitie. Thele , of a e 
mape be reſembled to Antiſthenes, who on a 5e ze re. 
time walked in the common place at Athens, ſembled. 
mith a cloke all to toꝛne and tottred, to the end 
that. euery one beholding him ſo apparailed, he 
might iudge that he did it thzough humilitie, eee. 
and nat foz lacke of goods becauſe he was a Ti 2 
man well eſteemed and of good reputation. But * 
n hauing diſcouered 4 the readynes 

354 tit. 


i 


1 


1 
104 


Plato no- he trampled domne Plataes pꝛyde: but qolatu 


mer, whom 


|| Gkewiſe he 
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and vipenes of his gond vnderſtanding a iudge⸗ 


ment the hipocriſte of this phfloſopher;ſapd all 


a loude, that he lawe his ambition, thaough the 
 hoale#ofhiscloke. Diogenes alſo entring on 
a time into Mlato his chamber, and ſreing his 
bed very finein made Gecanlt:boingof a ciuile 
and gentleman like nature, he was nete in his 
moueables apparelli; and geſtures, and to be 
ſhoꝛt in all his conuerſation) he went and wal⸗ 
lowed him ſelfe like a ſwine vpon it, ſaying that 


red of pride àunſwered readely, that this was done with a 
Y Dioge- gregter pꝛyde: whereby it mape appeare that 
there art many coitterfaitehumilities, ſeruing 
reproved fo; na other purpoſe but to abuſe the min, 


Fer hat of. who can not beware of them. If 
| | fence. There be ofthem others, who hauing a cers 


Hunilitie tàine verball humilitie in mourhe-onelp; ſape 


*wordes,. they pꝛeſume not any thing of themſelties; and 


that they woulde they were as cleane from oz 
ther linnes as from that of ambition. And pet 


a man mape eaſely knowe by their fetches, the 


great vefire and greedines that they haue ol ho⸗ 


nours, ſeeking all che wapes they can; to com⸗ 


palle them, and piteouſly toʒmentinge them 
ſelues, when they ſee they are fruſtrat of them. 
Adde hereunto that they veſire to be ſtattered, 
and are neuer ſo well concente: as may 

eare 


* Sb 5 abt. Fr www 
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heare them ſelues extelled, and their owne 


'| pzailſes ſet out: contrariwyſe neuer ſo diſplea⸗ 
ſed, as when they ſee men huſhte and ſaye no⸗ 
thing pꝛallewozthie o them: oꝛ any manner aa 
waye to ahſcure them: Mherein they diſcouer 


their notable hypocriſie, and ſhewe euidentlp, 
that they are lyers, and accuſe and condemne 
them ſelues : when they confeſſe that-thep are 
teinted with other ſinnes, and pet will be free 


from this of ambition. Fo Cas S. James Tamer. 2. 


ſayeth: ) He that ſinneth in one point ol the law, 10. 
he is giltie of all. TAhtch ching euery one may 
acknowledge in him ſelfe, if he will well exa⸗ 


mine the boltome, and ſecrets ot his owne cons 


ſcience; and conſider by peecemeale all the cir- 


tumſtaunces ok euer ſinne. Foz as among the 
vertues there is ſuch a chayne as entertaineth 
and embzaſeth eache other, (as men that are in 


à round, o2 that hold one an other by the hann) 


euen ſo among vices there is ſuch a conſpiratis 


as lightly they are neuer ſundzed one from the 


other. Mherupon me muſt thinke that we can 


not be giltie of any one vice; but we muſt allo in 
like manner be giltie ol all the other. 

Theſe then be not thoſe humilities, (being 
counterfaice: and baſtardiypke) that it becom 
meth vs to bzing to the iudgement of God, to 
defende : agalmuche / as Dauid ſapeth) chat 
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the cauſe of all repꝛobates ſhall there be quite 
oterth2owen,and all their actions condemned, 
ll 3 being ſtraunge from God. But the true humi⸗ 

dhe ine, litie which God requireth, and which is neceln 
il farie, fo2 co make vs appeare wich confivence: 

befoze his face, is a true knowledge which we: | 
ought to haue of our ſelues, and which engen 
dꝛech in vs a true feeling of our bices and im 
perkectlous, and cauſeth vs to bewaple and las 
ment, to accuſe and touteſſe them befoze God: 
and maketh vs alwanes achamed and confoun⸗ 
ded befoꝛe his mateſtie: in ſuche ſoxt that when 
1 we appeare befo2ehim, we dare nomo!e lifte 
Luc. 18.14. bp dur eyes to heauen, then that pablicarie: but 
| looking downe to the earth we ſape with him: 
| Lozde bemercifull to me pooꝛe and wꝛetched 
if Pal. 54· 4. (inner; and with Dauid:waſh me D'Lv3zd from 
1 my iniquitie, &cleanſe me from all my ſinnes. 
7143.2 Allo as he ſapeth elſe uhere: Enter uot into 

| iudgement withthy:ſeruaunt: Foz nu man lis 
| uing ſhalbe iuſtiſied in thy pꝛeſence ? and with 
Dan. 9. 3.7 Daniel: D Load tathee belongeth righteaul· 
| nes; and to vs ſhame and confuſiou: for we hhue 

ſinned, we haue committed intqultirꝭ we haue 
bene wicked aud rebellious, and haue alwayes 
bene — (0: Gy wee and 
an Eithſucheanjumllcl am confeangtue 
map 


. 12 , and bee allured that he will not reiece bs 


a deer neither deſpiſerh:nox reiecteih ſozowefull * | 
'[ foulss;hartschatarebumbled anv caſt dome. 


3: | Hallthe ſpirite of the Loꝛde reſt, but upon the 
' | humble and vpon him that tremblech at his 


* | quales,and niapmatche them in greatneſle, dts ben 


thꝛom downe our ſelusg, as hath bene ſald, e % 


ok the kempeſt ! where as che great trees that 
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mape at all houres pꝛeſent our ſelues befoze 


| from his pꝛeſence: becauſe (as E-auid ſapeth) Pays 
and penitent ſpirits. Jlatfapth:vpow whome 1 66.2. 


wozde ? S. Auguſtire ſap eth that mon iopne h 
them ſelues and ſeekte out ſurh as are their e⸗ 


gnitie and riches: but contratiwuſe God who 5 e. 
is the ſoueraigne in mateſtie and highnelle, he 
ioyneth him lelbeid none, but tu choſe: that are 
humble am lpwip! in their owne ſighht. 
Vet vs ronclune then chat chere is nothing 1e cocls- 
fo neceſſaris and expedient, as to humble and / covching 


ſee that reedes and young oſyers; which bowe Abu. 
and yeldeto the winde, abide ſtable fo the time 4. 


ſeeme to be ſo ſtrong and ſo well raoted, can not 
reſiſtihe biolence and foꝛce of a great winde, 
ld as many times they are blowen done, ſhi⸗ 
uered and rooted vp by the rookes:euenſo chere 
is none loſt, condemned, deſtroped and ouer⸗ 
thꝛowen in the iudgement of God: but he that 
will be there campted good, and wül defende 
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hunſelfe there wich the vertue p ſtrength ar his {® 


owne rtghtecilnes; Foprhis is as great thum· i 


gainſt chinges ol reſiſtaunct : but againſt anpſ” 
brape of. earch; ox Againſt a wolle packe, oz n 


fomeſuch other flextble & peelding ſubſtaunce, fm 
2 the blow is broken and it ſtreightwapes dvetk. u 
Nis a great remach ann ſhame amongſt men fe 
taʒ a man to en and netume Hanfteroute bahn 


woꝛldly goods: but beſoꝛs Ondit isa great glo- 


then (as a man waulde ſaye) 20 laye the keyes 


vnder the dodge, and to ſozſalc all, confeſſing 


that we hauen meane to pane A to:diſcharge 
aut ſelues tamardes his rightevuſnes;Ue had 
neede in this tale ta be lyke rouetous men, whd 
 afwayes. thinke that they ate'pooze; how great 
_ (ubſtaunese ener they haue, becauſe they haue 
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his therefoꝛe to be rieche befoze:God!, oz that our or Swat 

17-#12ighbd2s are poazer then we, as the Phariſie : 

tax {bought aud ſayd: but let vs he certaine andre 
lued in this opinion, that befoꝛe God we haue 

oh t any thing where ol we make ſure accompt: | 

ce, neither righteouſnes noꝛ wiſdome : noz vertue, 

ch, that we may ſecout oꝛ alledge befoze his fudge - 

nen ment! Aid touching our neighbours we mut 

fo2 alwayes thinke , that we haue folitle, that we 

los maype not once dare pꝛeferre oz compare our 

my ſelues to anp of them. 3: | 

s, Nowe being thus p2epared co pzeſente our 15. ſecage 

eg ſelues befoze God, to witte, thzough a right poi: ſpe- 

ng knowledge of our felues, thzough an inwarde wing hat 

ge feeling ot our vices and copruptions, and by an 5 "7 

ad | humble confeſſion of our errours and imper- 2 

jd kections; it is meete pet to ſeeke out a-righ- ſeluen e 

it teouſnes, that we may bzing it out there „ and perfecte 

ie | ſuch a one as is not onely ſufficient to ſuſteine righteouſ- 

» che tigour anvſeueritte of that indgement: but Þ* — 

'+ | alſo to obteine full fopgiuenes and tuffificatiun 3,47 g 

e | ofall ſinnes and offences, and of all accuſations in vb 
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which.our aduerſaries can allege there againſt b«:righ- | 
vs: which we can not finde in our ſelues,noz in %, 
any . rn as we haue ſhewed and decla © 
redbefoze, Foz all haue gone aſtraye, and are | 
ofthem ſelues abominable befoze God, there is — — 
| a on that doeth good no not one, Noah was Cen. 9. 2, 
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bim ſelle there with the vertue p ſtrength af his 
owne rightecuſnes. Foxthis is as agreat thun 

* Ny der, that netter putteth ſooꝛth his might but az 
gainſt chinges ol reſiſtaunct: but againſt any 
the thoghts brape of. earth; ox againſt a'wolle packe, o} 
| of che. ;- ſome ſuch other flexible c peelding ſubſtaunce, 
| [orhfal the blow is bꝛoken and it ſtreightwapes dyeth, 
gh te be Mis a greatremach ann ſhame amongſt men 
| 57:12. kana mante dende au fetmmze unter oute for 

| ner be- worldly goods: but beſoꝛs Ondit isa great glo- 

| re Foe ris and honour, and we khownot hom to do any 
ching moze proficable:and; honourable fem vs, 
then: (as a man waulde ſaye) 20 aye the kepes 
bnder the dooze, and to fozſake all, confeſſing 
char we hauen meane fo pane q A to diſcharge 
dur ſelues tomardes his righteouſnes;UWe had 
neede in this tale ta be lyke rouetous men, whd 
' afwayes: thinke thkc they ate'pooze; how great 
7 — loener hep: haue, becauſe they haue 
moꝛe regatato that they deſire, th ta that they 
haue. Mozeouer, they thinkealÞayes (as the 

Poete ſapeth) that their neighbours vbineparde 
&-fielde is goodlier moꝛe fruiteful then theirs. 
We in like maner conſidering both our ſelues; 
and the whole eftace of our lyfe, thall finde that 
that which is maymed and wanting in vs; is 
moꝛe then that which eyther we haue oz ranue 
haue here in this wozlde . Let vs not _— 
there: 
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therefoꝛe to be riche befoze God ; 02 that out 
neighbdꝛs are poazer then we, as che Phariſte 5 
thought aud ſayd: but let vs be tertaine and re⸗ 
ſolued in this opinion, that befoze.God we haue 

not any thing whereol we make ſure accompt: 

neither righteouſnes no2 wiſdome 2 noz vertue. 

that we map ſet out o2 alledge befoze his iudge⸗ 

ment. And touching our neighbours we mut 

almapes thinke, that we haue folitle, that we 
mape not once dare pꝛeferre oꝛ compare our 

ſelues to any of them. FI -- | 

Nowe being thus pꝛepared co pꝛeſente our 75. /2coge 
ſelues befoze God, to witte, thzough a right point ſbe- 
knowledge of our ſelues, thzough an inwarde 8 1 
keeling ok our vices and copruptions, and by an 5 6 ö 
humble confeſſion of our errours and imper⸗ 2 42 
fections ,-it is meete pet to ſeeke out a righ⸗ /e/ves,« 
teouſnes, that we may bꝛing it out there, and perfe#e 
ſuch a one as is not onely ſuffictent- to ſuſteine Seen 
the ritcour anvſeueritie of that lungement: but G, 
allo co obteine full fozgiuenes and juſtification 3,47. gog: 
of all ſinnes and offences, and of all accuſations is vba 
which our aduerſaries can allege there againſt ba rigb- 
vs: which we can not finde in our ſelues, no in , 
any moꝛtall man as we haue ſhewed and decla⸗ — 
redbefoze, Foz all haue gone aſtraye, and are »,;7 14.1. 
ofthem ſelues abominable befoze God, there is Ren. 312. 
not one that doeth good no not one. Noah was Cen. 9. 21. 
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— 20. bzunke + Moſes murmured at the waters ol 
24. miribah : Abzaham was an Jdolater : Dauid 
3 24-2 à murtherer and adulterer: S. Paule aperſes: 
1 Tn. 1. ; cutour ofthe Church: S. Peter denied Jeſus: 
lohn. 18.27 Chziſt: S. John with his bzother James, and 
lat. 20. 20 the other Apoſtles were ambitious. To con⸗ 
Luc. 22. 24. clndes there was not any among all the fathers 
and Sainctes, that baue bene ſince the ſoun ⸗· 
dation of the wozlde, to whom it hath not come 
to paſle to committe ſome one notable fault o 
other in their life time, and who not continually 
| acknowledged his great ſinnes, as occalid hath 
. cer. i. 29 bene offred vnto him. So as no ſteſh hath where 
; "of to boaſt it ſelle oz to glozte befoze God, who 
| hath (hut all men vnder ſinne and infidelitie, to 
Rom. 11. 32 the ende, that he may haue mercie on all, x that 
ö euery one map acknowledge and confeſle, that 
his ſaluation in and thzough all, conſilteth in 
the onely grace and mercie of God. 
| owrighte- Ale muſt not therefoze thinke to finde the 
ouſues is in kighteouſneſſe that we ſeeke after, any where 
Chriſt leſus elſe, then in Jeſus Chtilt, ot whome Jeremie 
«one. lapeth: his name is called the eternall, our 
1. cor. 1. 30 Righteouſnes. S. Paule ſapeth, agreeably to 
the Pꝛophet, that he was made our Rightes 
oulnes, wiſedome, ſanctification and Redempe | 
Rem g. 19. tian. And elle where he ſapeth: that as by one 
mans diſobedience, many became ſinners: ſa 


by 


þy the obedience of an other many (hal become 
rygbteous. To whattendeth all that which is 

ſpoken ok him in the ſcripture? to witte chat he. a 1 
hath payed our debtes: that by him we are re: £1,754, 
conciled to God his father: that he hath obtey- 

ned foz-vs remiſſion of our ſinnes: that he is . co.. 19 
our reſurrection and our Iyfe, and our interceſ⸗ 

ſour to the father, that byhis death and ſacri⸗ 1%. 1. 25 
fice, he hath pacified che wꝛath of his father a⸗ D 
gainſt vs: that he bath waſhed vs in his blond: 5 
and by an infinite number of other excellent ſen⸗ 

tences that are ſettte out bnto vs, and tende to 

no other ende, but to make vs know and fo per⸗ 

ſwade vs, chat there is no other but he alone 

who is our righteouſnes, and the meane ol our 
ſaluation and of our lpfe. 

It is not then the lawe, noꝛ any other cere⸗ 
monies oz ſacrifices ot goates, ſheepe, oxen and 5.9. 10. 
lambes, noꝛ pet any mozkes and vertues that 
can iuſtiſie vs befoze God: but the onely bloud 77.3. f. 
of Jelus Chꝛiſt, thꝛough which his teſtament 
and newe couenaunt which he hath made with 
bs, is paſſed, accoꝛded, ſcaled and ratiſted. All 
thinges (ſayeth he) are giuen vnto me of God 2427.11.25 
my father. It we then will haue all that is ne⸗ 
ceſſarie foꝛ our happyneſſe, as the fauour of 
God, righteoulnes, lyfe, light, the fozgiuenes 
of our ſinneg, and the holy ſpirit to regenerate 
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| . andſanctifie vs: we mult avvzeſſe our ſelues 
| Tohn.6.27. 00 Chꝛiſt, fozaſnmche as it is he, whom the fa⸗ 
ther hath choſen to bee Treaſurour and ſte⸗ 
warde of all his graces. Poſes by whom the 
law was publiſhed and deliuered to the people, 
conducted them ſafely thꝛough the deſerte: but 
he bzought them not to the place of their reſt; 
17 1.6. Foz that was Joſue, who was a figure of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, who made them paſſe ouer Jozdaine, 
to eſtabliſhe them in that poſſeſſion and inheri⸗ 
taunce which God had pꝛomiſed vnto their fa: 
| thers. 
| Thecfz# The lawe therefoze maye well leade vs and 
| of the lawe teache vs the way that we muſt take and walke 
| zoward the in the middeſt of the darkenes and wilderneſle 
Lau ul. pk this wozlde, like as ſome marke by the waye 
| eudes. lides, may well directe vs, and ſhewe vs which 
| wape to take: but the lawe can not giue vs 
ſtrength and courage to goe thꝛough, if we be 
werp, neither enable vs to come to the place 
Heb. 4.8. Whither wee goe. Likewiſe the lawe can not 
bing vs to that reſt, which God hath pꝛomiſed 
vnto his elect: no} any other but our great Jos 
ſue, that is to ſay. J eſus Chziſt our Loe, who 
onely can doe it, by his righteoulnes, Theres 
S. Augu-  fo22 S. Auguſtin ſayde very well: it is very ne⸗ 
ftinvpon ceſſarie that we dayly lift vp our eyes on high, 
| $.10bn. to beholde that Serpent hanging dead on the 
Croſſe, 


{ 
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Croſſe, to the ende we maye be pꝛeſerued from 
thevenome and byting of that ſerpent that is 
aliue and raigning pet in the wozlde. And in 
an other place he ſapeth: this is the waye in 
which we mult walke; and the cruth vpõ which 
we muſt reſt, e the path in which we muſt goe. 
hen then we are once marching towards e en 
him, we ought not to feare but that going on in ;he waye 
this waye, and continuing therein, wee ſhall e ru, 
come in the ende to the goale and to the felict- G e 
tie, whither we bende our ſelueg. Fozalmuch 
as this is a ſure waye which can not be ſtopped 
no2 layd with theeues, no2 dꝛowned with any 
ſhowers oz ſtooddes uf waters. Wozeoner , it 
is plaine and ſtreight and hath neither rockes 
no2 blockes oz any other lettes which maye 
make vs ſtomble. It remapneth onely then that 
when we are in this waye, we keepe our ſelues 
there without ſtanding ſtill, oz going backe⸗ 
wards, oꝛ turning aſide either to the right hand 
o2 the lelt: betauſe we can no ſoner leaue it, no: 
departe in any other manner, but by am bywe 
goe aſtrape, and are layde open to all kinde of . 
daungers: Euen like as in winter wee can no % undes 
ſooner be from che fier, but we are colde, noz f 
out of light but we enter into darkeneſſe: enen 

ſo we can no ſoner be parted fra Jeſus Chit, 

who is our righteoulnes x = on ſreighs 
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wape we are in ſinne and in death: fozaſmuch 
as he is the life that quickeneth vs, the Sunne 
that giuech vs light, and the fter that warmeth, 
comtozteth and refreſheth all his members. As 
the mone hath no light but that it hath from the 
Dunne, and as that light is litle o2 great, as it 


is neare oz farre of, in ſuche ſoꝛzt that if it de⸗ 


Gen. z. 23. 
| Ephe.5.30. 
The rege- 


nmeration o 


| he church. 


part from it, it remapneth-altogether obſcure 
and darke : Enen ſoin like manner the Church 
bath nolight,righteouſnes,life,helth,ffrength, 
and happpnes, but that, which it hath pleaſer 
her huſband Jeſus Chziſt to giue vnto her, bes 
cauſe of that vnion and fellowſhippe , which he 
hath with her. TUherefoze ik at any time the be 
ſeparated from him, and that there be a diuozſe 
between her and her hul band, there remayneth 
to her nothing but darkeneſſe, vice and wet. 
chedneſle, 

Ene in the beginning was created of the 
fleſh, bone, and bloude ofher hul band: euen ſo 
the Church is regenerated by the participatiõ 
/ that the bath with the ſleſhe of Jeſus Chziſt, 
thꝛough the ſacrificing whereof he was redee⸗ 


med, waſhed # purged from all filthines in his 
bloude , and thꝛough the participation of his 


bones was foztified and maintepned againſt all 
tentation. Fo2 he who in the beginning was 
the aucthour of our lyfe; he is likewiſe now the 

aucthour 
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aucthour of our good lyfe . And we muſt nor 
thinke that there are two diuers beginnings of 
our being and righteouſneſſe. Foz he himſelfe 
that hath made vs mẽ, hath alſo made vs Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtians: and as in the beginning he created bg 
and made vs of nothing: euen ſo afcerwardes, 
he regenerated vs, being nothing; but vanitie, 
the childꝛen of wzath and maledictid: and when 
we were wotlle then nothing he choſe vs and 
that befoꝛe we were conceaued and bozne, he 
bath called vs when as rebellious ſeruauntes 
to maiſters, we ſtedde from him: when we tur⸗ 
ned our backes to him: he iuſtiſied vs being 
ſinners, ſanctiſied vs being pzophane and pol⸗ 
luced, raiſed vs vp being dead: And will alſo 
glozifievs although we be yet altogether coue- 
red with ignominie and cozruption: wherupon 
a man mape inferre that, which S. Cyprian S. Oe 
ſayeth is very true: that in our ſaluation wee 
mult glozte in nothing. Foz there is not any 
thing of ours, and which we ſhoulde not cons 
feſſe to be wholly from God, 

Ik we wil examine this thꝛoughly, and con: The confu- 
fider it in euer y part, we ſhal confefle the truth % of 
what ſoexfer the fchoolemen pꝛate © bable, that e 
of our ſelues we can diſpoſe our ſelues to re⸗ 3 q 
teaue our ſaluatiõ when ſoeuer God offreth it „ anne 
vnto vs. It is ſo larre of that it can be true, that power :o di. 
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2 pon ſe our quite contrary we are thẽ whollp turned away; 
¶Felues to re- and reſiſt againſt it with all our power. Which 
| — thing may plainely appeare by the example of 
when God D. Paule, who was called and ledde by Jeſus 
|) effererh it Chzxift, as it were by ſtrong hande to his ſheep 
vnto vr. folde, euen then, when he was going to Das 
Alters.. maſtus, being caryed with a deadly hatred, 
[ and enſtamed with fur ie to perſecute and veter⸗ 
| Ip to roote out ( if he coulde) the memoꝛie of 
| his name. There is nothing mote certaine, 
S. Auguſtin then that S. Auguſtine ſapth, that all they that 
} labour and ſweate vnder the heauie burden of 
| this ſteſh, and complaine of this miſerable life, 
they haue but one onely conſolation and hope, 
that is to ſape, that Jeſus Chziſt is their Me⸗ 
diatour ꝙ their righteouſnes. By reaſon where⸗ 
of whẽ he made his entraunce into the middeſt 
of Jeruſalem, all that went bekoze and behinde 
him crped out with one voice, Moſanna. xc. that 
is to ſaye:Saue vs O ſonne of Dauid dur Sas 
uiour. To the end to ſhew that there was neuer 
good man neither bekoꝛe noz after his com⸗ 
ming which did hope to be ſaued by any other 
meanes, then onely thꝛough his righteouſneſle 
n and obedience. And therefoze S. Augustine 
ſayeth, that all the Sainctes, ſince Abell vn⸗ 
to John Baptiſt, and afier the Apoſtles, vn- 
to the ende of the wozlde ought not to be 2. 
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ſed but in him, and not in them ſelues, In ſo 
much that che firſt haue ſayde , My loule ſhall 7/4. 34.3. 
retopce in the Loꝛʒde: and thoſe that came after 
haue ſapde in lyke manner: By grace J am that 1. Cor. 15. 
Jam: and all in generall ſape: That whoſo: 0. 
euer will glozie he muſt glozie in God, 

And in very truth this is he that hath bozne The perfe- 
the wool! and the ſteece, of which was ſponne n th 
this cloth, wherewich we muſt be clad, that we rg a 
map be ſhꝛowded againſt heats, cold, and other peat 2 
iniuries of heauen. All pon (ſayeth the Apo⸗ 
ſtle) which are baptiſed in Chzift, haue put on 
Chꝛiſt. This is that king, who foz the adoz⸗ G2. 3. 27. 
ning of the Queene his ſpouſe hath made foz 
her ritch and ſumptuous robes, as the Joſal: P/. 45.14 
miſt ſayeth : Thich thing Ezechiell heweth Exec. 16.9. 
alſo moze clearely: I haue waſhed thee with 
water, yea I haue waſhed away thy bloud from 
thee, in which thou waſt altogether polluted: 

I haue annopnted thee with oyle, and clothed 
thee alſo with bꝛoydꝛed woke, and haue ſette a 
crowne of Golde vppon thy head: and J haue 
decked thee with golde and ſiluer, that thou 
mighteſt be very bewtifull. All that ſame long 
Alegoꝛie, which he vſeth there in the xvi. of his 
pꝛopheſie, is to no other ende, but to extoll the 
righteouſnes of Jeſus Chzilt , with which the 
Church is apparailed and adoꝛned: with thoſe 
D ti 


54 Of Chriſtian 
other pꝛecious giftes, graces and bleſſings, 
wherewith ſhe is altogether couered and reple⸗ 
niſhed. And as there is nothing, moze vncleane 
then ſhe, when ſhe is naked: ſo is there nothing 
moe beautifull then ſhe, when ſhe is decked in 
the liuerie and colour of her huſband, Fo2 then 
hath ſhe a ſpeciall grace, that makes her verie 
amiable, delightfull, and in paſſing good liking 
to God himſelfe: Mozeouer, being ſo clothed 
in this robe of innocencie, all that was foule in 
her, and which diſligured her, is in ſuche ſoꝛt 
couered and defaced, that there appeareth no 
moꝛe vncleanes in any part of her, becauſe Je- 
ſus Chziſt (as S. Auguſtine ſapeth) is as a 
ſpounge which wipeth vs & cleanſeth vs from 
all our filthynes, which he taketh in exchaunge 
fo; the beautie, righteouſaeſſe, and perfection, 
which he communicateth vnto vs: CUherein we 
ought to acknowledge and to adoze this great 
and incomparable loue which he beareth vs, 
and which he bath truely and in effect ſhewed 
vnto vs, heaping vppon vs at the daye of our 
mariage ſo great and pꝛecious topes:although 
he receaue nothing of vs in dowzie, but olde 
baggage altogether couered with thicke and 
filthtedirce : to witce, euen our imperfections 
and iniquities. 
Me receaue then, in doing this thinge two 
great 
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great commodities ok his righteouſnes which / gel- 
ſerue vs foꝛ two purpoſes: to witte ſirſt to dꝛaw reh v. 
vs out from the mier and claye wherein wee fron dearth, 
were buried: to decke vs with goodly robes nd g/4eh 
wherewich we are cla, to make vs beautifull: J erernall 
that is to ſaye, to deliver vs from the male» - 
diction and curſe, wherinto we were fallen: and 
then on the other live to bleſſe vs and co bꝛing 
vs into fauour with God his father, to dzawe 
vs backe from pouertie, and to enrich vs: to 
raiſe vs vp from death, and to giue vs life: to 
dꝛawe vs from hell, and to make vs mounte vp 
into heauen. Euen as Jeſus Chꝛiſt on the one 
part hath deliuered vs from feare, terrour and 
toꝛment of conſcience, ſparring and ſhutting 
bp hell gates: ſo on the other he hath ſet vs in 
a certaine and vndoubted hope of euerlaſting 
life, and ofableſſedreft, opening his paradiſe 
vnto vs. This is that, which is ſayd of him in 
the ſcripture: that he keepeth the keyes of death ec. . 18, 
and of life: the one, to make faſt and ſhut vp the 
gate, which was alwapes open to ſwallowe vs 
vp and detour vs: and the other, to open vn- 
to vs the kingdome of heauen, which was al⸗ 
wayeslockev and ſhutte againſt vs. By meane 
whereofat his death the vaile chat let the en⸗ M. 27.51 
fraunce into the Sanctuarie was bzoken and 
clefte into two partes: to the ende that that way 

D iti 
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might be made open fo2 vs, and that euery one 
might haue a meane and libertie to come vnto 
God, and to p2efente them ſelues befoze him 
| with coufidence. This is the cauſe that Paule 
| Heb.g.15. Whiting to the Mebꝛewes ſayd: that by his ſteſh 
| he hath pzepared a waye fo2 vs to heauen, to at- 
caine vnto lpte, Foꝛzaſmuch as he hach in that 
ſteſh rendzed vnto God koꝛ vs perfect obediẽce: 
and by his death hath ſatiſfied his righteouſnes 
fo2 our ſinnes, obtaining fo2 vs by this meanes, 
the foꝛgiuenes of our ſinnes, and thꝛough this 
remiſſion righteouſnes, and by righteouſneſſe 
the grace and fauour of God, and by Grace, 
| life; tn ſuch ſoꝛt as we may nowe pꝛeſente our 
| 1/4.33-14- ſelues to him in all aſſuraunce:who befoze was 
as a conſuming fire, to conſume vs and bꝛing 
vs to nothing ec: but now by the meanes of Je⸗ 
zy leſus {us Chziſt is a ſhadowe to relieue and refreſhe 
| Chriſt alone V3 àgaine. 
 webaueac- "This is the realon fo2 which Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
| ceſſe vnto mas figured, by the ladder which Jacob (awe 
| Gedthefa- mhen be ſlept, wherevpon the glozie of God 
Sen. 28. 12 keſted it ſelfe. Fozafinuch as in the humanitie 
BY of Chꝛiſt dwelled the fulneſſe of the Diuinitie 
| Co/of.2.9. hodely, becauſe by it God deſcendeth downe vn⸗ 
| to vs: Euen as Jeſus Chꝛiſt hautng taken our 
| 775.7.8. humanitie, was called Emmanuel, which is 
almuche toſay as God is with vs, lo allo wee 


thzough 
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though him mounte vp as it were by degrees 2-1. 23. 
to heauen, where our conuerſarion is, & wherof Ph. z. 
at this day we are Citizens © of the houſeholde . * 
of God. Being then very God and very man 25 
of two diuerſe natures, the one diuine and the 
other humaine, which are conioyned and vni⸗ 
ted together inſeparablie, without any confus 
ſion oz diuiſion: in that he is Gad, we muſt goe 
vnto him to be in {afety,and to liue happely:and 
on the other ſide in that he is man, he is the way 
by which we muſt march on to attaine to euer⸗ 
laſting lyfe. So thẽ we muſt go co Jeſus Chꝛiſt S. Auguſtin 
that is God, by Jeſus Chziſt that is man, by 
the wozd that is made ſteſh, ca the wozd which 
was in the beginning with God, and by the 
bꝛeade which men eate vnto the bzeade which 
Angelles eate. 
And there is no neede that we ſecke fo2 any A aur fe. 
other but him, whether it be to reſt our ſelues 40e con- 
in, oꝛ to leade and direct vs thither. Foz being Hen GR 
God, he is the loueraigne good, and the ende f Ane 
whereunto all ourappetites and deſires ought 
to be directed. And when we are come thither, 
there is the place where we muſt reſt and altos 
gether repoſe our ſelues: foꝛaſmuch as he is 
perfect and repleniſhed with all vertue & righs 
teouſnes, which he communicateth vnto vs, by 
meanes of that communion and fellowſhip that 
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we haue with him. To conclude then, he is the 
waye that muſt leade vs to our felicitie, and the 


onely meane to make vs attaine thither. When 


| YVeobtain 


we are waſhed with his bloude, chis is it that 
pꝛeſerueth vs from that deſtroyer, this is the 
cloude that ſhꝛowdeth vs from being burned 
& conſumed with the extreme heat of the wꝛath 
of God, and the libertie whereinto we maſt re⸗ 
tire from the furie ofthe enemie that purſueth 
ſo harde after vs. To be ſhoꝛt, this is the gate 
of ſaluation and the hauen where we muſt har⸗ 
bozre and laue our ſelues in the time of tem: 


peſte. 


This is the cloke vnder which we map ob⸗ 


| :brough taine the bleſſing of God, as Jacob obtayned 


| Chriſt the 
82. of 


thatof his father Tſaake, being diſguiſed with 
the apparell of his elder bzother Eſau. And as 


— 27. ig the high Pꝛieſt neuer appeared befoze the face 


Exod. 28,2 


of God, without his holy embꝛoidzed garmẽts, 
his Ephod, his robe, and his other pꝛieſtly ap⸗ 
parell, without which he coulde not finde any 
fauour when he appeared in his pꝛeſence: Euen 
ſo (to follow the truth of this figure) we ought 
neuer to pꝛeſente our ſelues befoze God (it 
we will be accepted and receaued of him,) but 
we muſt be clothed and decked with the righ⸗ 
teouſnes and innocencie of his ſonne: wherwith 
if we be once couered, we neede not feare that 

we 
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we ſhalbe reiected and deſpiſed of him, oz thac 
there is any enemie whoſocuer he be, that hath 
any power to hurt vs. Foz ſuche armour can 
defende vs euen from the wꝛath of God itſelfe, 
againſt which no other thing can reſiſt. 

It is w2itten that Alexander hauing concea⸗ 7e/eph 56. 
ued a great hatred againſt the citie of Jeruſa- *'.5 0 
lem, was fully reſolued vtterly to deftroye it, 8. 
becauſe that laping ſiege to the citie of Tp2 
the inhabitauntes of Jeruſalem had refuſed to 
helpe him with victuals and other munition 
which he had demaunded of them. Nowe after 
that he had taken Tp2., he marched fozth with 
all his armie againſt Jeruſalem, with full pur⸗ 
pole vtterly to deſtroy it. The which thing whe 
the high Pꝛieſt named Jaddus vnderſtoode, he 
apparailed him ſelfe with the holy garmentes 
of the high Pꝛieſt, and ſo pꝛeſented him ſelfe 
befoze Alerader, who vpon the ſuddaine, when 
he ſawe him in this habite , alighted from 
his ho2ſe, and bowed his knees befoze Jaddus, 
and reuerenced him, and ſhewed him great ho: 
nours, and great loue to che countrey, and gaue 
great giftes to the temple. Nowe if an enemie 
ſo furious and terrible were lo ſuddainly ap⸗ 
peaſed, at the onely ſight of this high Pꝛieſt 
ſo apparailed ( who was but a figure of Jeſus 
Chziſt:) what ſhall it be when Jeſus Chzilf 
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ſhal appeare in his glozie and all his members 
with him, clad and couered with his righteoul⸗ 
nes, and ſhewing them ſelues co all the wozld, 
in ſuch and lo magnificail and glozious appa⸗ 
rell? Shall not the deuils and hell bowe their 
knees then fo2 feare when they ſhall ſee him in 
his maieſtie and in ſuch excellent gloꝛie? 
Let vs conclude then that being garniſhs 
ed and couered with the righteouſneſſe of Jes 
ſus Chzilt, we can haue no lacke of ſtrength 
and might to vanquiſh and ouercome our ene⸗ 
mies, no2 of any other thing chat may make vs 
E Ambroſe perfectly happy what ſoeuer. As S. Ambꝛole 
; wziteth very elegantly, in his ſeconde booke 
of Uirginitie, that Jeſus Chiſt is vnto vs, all 
in all things: It we be ſicke, he is our phiſition: 
If we haue an Ague, and that we are altered, 
he is our fountaine: It we be laden with iniqui⸗ 
tie he is our righteoulnes: If we be weake and 
weryed, he is our ſtrength: If we feare death, 
he is our life : It we deſire to mounte vp to hea⸗ 
uen, he is our ladder: It we haue bene darke⸗ 
nes, he is our light: It we haue hungered, he 
is our bꝛead and nouriſhment. TAhereupon we 
may perceaue and knowe the great riches and 
commodities that Jeſus Chziſt bzingeth vnto 

all them that poſleſſe him, 

Now hauing ſhewed that there is no other 
righte⸗ 
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righteouſnes, but the righceoulnes of Chziſt, 1h hde 
which can be ſufficient co beare the rigour of n he- 
the iudgement ok God, and that maye enable 4 „ . 
vs to appeare and aunſwere there: it remay« 4 
neth now that we declare vpon what matter it 4% Love 4 
wozketh and where it reſteth & dwelleth ; howe man maze 
it maye bee obtayned: and in what ſoꝛt a man ne it. 
mape aſſure him ſelfe of it: finally, hauing ob⸗ 
tepned it, what fruites it bꝛingeth foo2th in vs. 

Firſt the righteouſnes of Chziſt hath two 7herigh- - 
pꝛincipall partes, to witte Juſtification, and one. of 
Sanctification,thatis to ſaye : when it is com- bat 
municated vntovs, although that befoze wee?“ * 
were the wickedeſt in the woꝛlde, and guiltie of 
death befoze God, and mozeouer, that our na⸗ | 
ture was altogether cozrupted and teynted in Rewe we 
euery part of it: notwithſtanding all this, we are in- 
are holden and reputed fo2 righteous befoze fed. 
God, and are allowed and receaued of him foz 
his childzen and heires , when we are pꝛoui⸗ 
ded of this righteouſnes, and when we are clo» 
thed with it, he giueth vs his holy ſpirite, to 
leade vs and conduct vs (as a ſchoolemaiſter 
doth His childꝛen) and foꝛ to ſanctifie , inſtruct 
and ſtrengthen vs in all his wayes , And that : 
this is true S. Paule wzitech, not onely that F 
it was ſapde of Abzaham that bis fayth wag Rom. 4. 22. 
counted to him fo2 righteouſnes: but alſo that 
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wee ſhalbe accompted righteous befoze God, 
as he was, if we beleeue in Jeſus Chziſt: Alſo, 
2.Cor.5. 1c God was in Chziſt and reconciled the woꝛlde 
ts himſelfe, not imputing their ſinnes vnta 
them. And ioyning both theſe partes together 
in the firſt Epiſtle to the Cozinchitans, he ſayd 
to them ſpeaking of their lyfe, that they had 
bene altogether led in wickednes and were dil⸗ 
lolute in all kinde of miſchiefe: but that they 
. cor. 6. 11 were now waſhed, iuſtiſted and ſanctified in the 
name of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and thꝛough the ſpirite 

of God. 
Vie are No if we will knowe by what meane this 
znſtifled © is done, we mult note, that being vnited by 
Hebe gb. fapth in dur Lode Jeſus Chziſt,and graffed in 
reonſue; c biin, (as members in their body, ) that be is 
holynes of then become our head, and we are ioyned to 
Chriſt. him as the hul bande to his wyke. By meanes 
The fit whercof he chargeth him ſelfe with all our 
reaſon. debtes, and appointeth him ſelfe tobe the aun⸗ 
[were and pledge fo2 bs, to the ende hee maye 
pape all fo} vs and chzoughly acquite vs of all, 
that we are indebted and bounde fo2 , offering 
him ſelle co ſatiſſie the rightesuſnes of God, by 
his owne death, to the which death we were 
bounde by reaſon of our ſinnes: and to deliuer 
Gala. 3. 13. yg by his Croſle, from the curlſe; to which we 
were likewile ſubtecc, foz hauing — 
| the 
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the will of God, and bꝛoken his lawe, in a thou⸗ 
ſande and a thouſande thinges: he hath alſo ras 
ſed out our diſobediẽce, by his obedience, which Rom. 5. g. 
being lo perfect & accompliſhed in all pointes, 
he hath ſupplied and made amendes foz all our 
faultes and imperfections, and foz the duetie 
wherewith wee were bounde to God with all 
our might, being his creatures, childzen and 
ſeruaunts. The death then which Jeſus Chziſt 
hath ſuffred, the ſacrifice which he hath offred, 
the curſſe which he hath bozne , e the obedience 
that he hath rendꝛed: all this was done in our 
name, and fo2 our diſcharge, and is receauen 
befo2e the iudgement of God, foꝛ acquital inful 
payment and diſcharge of all our debtes, in 
ſuch ſozt that no moze can be demaũded againe 
ol vs, hehautngrthzough his innocencie fully 
ſatiſſied that pꝛomiſe which he had made fo? vs. 
Beholde the firft reaſon, why the righteouſnen 
of Jeſus Chziſt is imputed vnto vs and accep⸗ 
ted ol God in his iudgement. 

The ſeconde reaſon is, that being knitte and . Rege. 
vnites cogeche r by mariage, both we and he are Ephe. 5. 30. 
but one body and one fleſh : and there is a mu⸗ 
tuall communion between vs. And as he parti⸗ 
cipaceth wich our alſtictions, miſeries, pouer⸗ 
ties and infirmictes, ſo when we are perſecuted 
by tyꝛants, he complaineth with vs and lamen⸗ 


| 
! 


Rom. 6. 4. 


N 1. 
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tech our aduerlities and ſozrowes, likewiſe, 
when we are hung rye, ſicke, diſeaſed, in pꝛiſon, 
cc. he bearetch and endureth all our calamities 
with vs. Te alſo on the contrarp part are par⸗ 
takers of all his benefices, graces and giftes 
which his father hath beſtowed vpon him: and 
in generall of all that he hath done and ſuffred 
fo2 our ſaluation and redemption:we are anoin⸗ 
ted, as he was, with the oyle of his holy ſpirite: 
we are dead and burped with him, and we are 
raiſed vp and carped into heauẽ with him where 
we are ſette at the right hande ok God his fa⸗ 
ther, as he is. We are inheritours together 
with him, and we haue part in his glozie, in his 


— | reſt in all his felicitie, by meane of his righte⸗ 


' otſnes, obedience. ꝶ innocencie, of all which 
thꝛough his grace we are made partakers, Al- 
ſo, of his death, ſacrifice and ſatiſfaction , And 


| A fmili» to conclude, as marchantes whiche are of one 


f 


tude. 


companie # become parteners, are partakers 


alike of all the pꝛoſtttes and damages which 


growe of their marchandiſe: euen (o Jeſus 


Chꝛziſt, by Yeaſon of that ſocietie wee haue tos 


gether with him, giueth vs a parte, and we 
likewiſe giue him, of all chat we haue and pol: 
ſeſſe. The difference that is in this, is, that the 


gaines e loſſes, that come of the traffique that 


is exerciſed amonglt men is equall and com⸗ 
mon 
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mon among them all, but here we gather vp 
all che fruices that ariſe of the righteonſnes of 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt: he on the contrarie parti taketh 
vpon him, and chargeth him ſelſewith all the 
Damages and _—_ that came of out diſobe- | 
dience. By | 
The thirde tem; for which theriabreouf: 3. 3 | 
nes of Chꝛiſt is impticed vnto vs, is, that being 2 1. 2. 
knitte tu him, as the members ok a bad are to | 
their head (the which bp meanes of rhts- cow 
iunction receaus chence one influence which gt 
-teth them lyle, and diſtributech to each their 
mot ions and ſonſes accoꝛding as is fic fox cheir 
nature, and as is requiſite fo2 their actions)we 
retraur from him as S Paule ſayeth, vur life, 
our nouriſhment, dur grouth, dur foꝛtꝭ and 
ſtrength: fo the enabling and viſpoſing of vs 
to doe thoſe good woz kes that belong vuto out 
vocation. And by reaſon of this conſutiction 
there is luche an dnion betwixt him and vs thae 
as he rommunicateth with vs in our afflictids: 
ſo weltkewiſe on che other ſide communicate 
with him in his tiches: we are righteous by 
his righteouſnes we are acquited by his ſati(- 
fadtion', we ate quiirkened to lyfe by his death, 
and obey God thjongh his obedience . And 8 
euen as in a naturalt bovie, the power that the 
eye hath to ſee, ſcruech moe o vſe-ofthe cher 
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members then foz ic ſelfe, becauſe that ſeeing 
and marking them all it is watchfull rightly to 
guide them, and to direct euerp one of their ac⸗ 
tions, not being able in the meane time ta ſee 
chem ſelues, noz to ſerue it ſelfe: euen ſo the 
richteouſnes,innocencte & obedience of Chꝛiſt 
Jeſus, ſtande vs in moꝛe ſtead then him, feeing 
that not withſtanding he had all theſe thinges, 
and was in his nature ,lyfe , and whole con⸗ 
uerſation abſolute and perfect, pet fo2 all this, 
hee was condemned and cricified. Me on the 
contrarie part albeit his righteouſnes; inna⸗ 
Xencie , and obedience be onely imputed. vnto 
bs, pet fo} all that, by meanes of this imputa⸗ 
tion we are abſolued:, iuſtiſied and diſcharged 
of all our ſinnes, and of all che accuſacions that 
| All our enemies can bꝛing againſt vs, 
The. 2. pars: The other parte of: the righteauſnes of Je⸗ 
| eftherigh-ſ14g-Chyiſt confilteth in the ſanctificacion not 
| — ah onely of us but alſo of our wozks. Foz although 
A. Cor. 6. 14. that there is not (as Paule ſayeth) any fellom⸗ 
„ ſhip betweene righteouſneſſe and vnrighteouſ⸗ 
nes, betweene light and darknes, betwe ene the 
temple of God and Idolls: yet fo} all this, whe 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt will ioyne vs with him ſelfe; and 
will chooſe vs and conſecrate vs, to the ende to 
dell in vs, as in his temple: he ſanctifiethbs 
S. Auguſtin firſt by bis ſpirite q pꝛepareth the . 
7 
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he will dwell. And becauſe it is ouer ſtreight to 
entertaine ſo great a Lozd; he enlargeth it: and 
whereas it is olde and ruinous, he repaireth it 
and buildech it newe againe: whereas it is ſtinc⸗ 
king and full of filthe, he ſweepeth and clenſeth 
it. And to be b2iefe, where as it is naked, and 
vnkurniſhed, he furniſheth and decketh it. And 
euen as, when he woulde be bozne of the Uir⸗ 
gin Marie, and befoze he woulde be lodged in 
her wombe, he ſent his meſlenger befoze him, 
that is to ſaye, his ſpirite, to the ende to take it 
vp fo2 him and to ſet his marke there: fo alſo 
when he wilbe conceaued in our hartes, and be 
bozne of vs, he pꝛeparech and regenerateth vs 
befoze, ſanctifying the place where hee will 
make his abode. E 

Nome this ſanctiſication conſiſteth in foure e /«nc- | 
pointes. The firlk is, that we feele and conteſſe x 85" 
our ſinnes, and that we accuſe, condemne, and 5, con. 
deteſte our ſelues bekoꝛe God as miſerable and ſeth in 4. 
accurſſed in all pointes, The ſecond is, that we Pointe. 
haue aſetled zeale and feruent affection to the 2 4h 
ſtudie and exerciſe of good wozkes , ſearching ” gar 
out with all diligence, all the meanes x wayes 2. 4 lone 
to applie our ſelues to good: and ſhunning on «nd ende- 
the contrarte, all the thinges that maye turne ro good 
vs away from it. The chirde is, chat we fight * IT 
couragioully againl all the vefires and CONCUs on. 

„ 9 


| for Gods 


Fauour. 


FVhat it 
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piſcences of our fleſh,and that we be ſkrong and 
reſolued againſt all the other tentations of the 
deuil and the wozlde,whecher it be that we are 
ſweetly enticed oz flattered thereunto, oz vio- 
lently dzawen and enfozced, And that wee be 
not colde and white lpuered in theſe combats, 
but hardie, vigilant, and attentiue to eſpie and 
to take all occaſtons, whereby we maye reſifte, 


| 4.Cormmuall and vanquiſhe all our enemies. The fourth is, 


zn cation 


that as we continually ſinne, ſo we as often alſo 
p2ay diligently vnto God, that it will pleaſe 
him of his great mercie to pardon our offences. 
And as the people of Jſrael, going thzough 


the delertes, had to fight oftentimes againſt the 


ſerpents, and when they were ſtong and ſmit⸗ 
ten by them, foz to be pꝛeſerued from the ve- 
nim and from death, they lifted vp their eyes 
to warde the bꝛaſen ſerpent that Moiſes had ſet 
bp amiddeſt their tentes, by ſight whereof they 
were healed : we in like maner fighting againſt 
our contupiſcences, if it come to paſſe at any 
tyme that they giue vs any blowe, to the ende 
that this ſtripe maye not be deadly bnto bs, we 
muſt lift vp our eyes towardes Jeſus Chyiſt 


hanging vpon the Crolle, and beſeech him that 


be would foꝛgiue vs all our treſpaſſes. 
Now when it is ſayd that co ſhewe our ſanc⸗ 


z zo applie tiflcation by the effecte wee mult applie our 


ſelues 
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ſelues to good wozkes, it maye not bee vnder- 4 ma ſelſe 
ſtand that it is enough to exerciſe our ſelues in? £224 
one 02 in two, leauing the reſt behinde: as ma⸗ 
ny doe, who doe not take no2 vie the woꝛde of 
God, but in that only where it is agreeable and 


mape be referred (they thinke) to their appe⸗ 
tite: but it is needful to embꝛace it wholie, and 
not to thinke that we can doe our duetie in any 
ſozt whatſoeuer , vnleſſe we enfo2ce our ſelues 
to keepe all the commaundementes of God, 
without omitting the leaſt point oz title therof, 


Euen like as to be healthie in our bodies, it is mili- 
not enough, not to haue the plague oz a pleure⸗ . 


ſie, but generallie to be free from all diſeaſes: 
euen ſo to be holy in our ſoules, we muſt bee 
cleane from all ſpottes and defylinges: and we 
muſt take the whole lawe of God, as an vniuer⸗ 
ſall rule of all our thoughts, affections, wozdes 
and deedes, to the ende to keepe it from point 
to point, and not to omitte any thing which is 


there commaunded vs. Ano what would it pꝛo⸗ 4 fan- 
ſite in a citie, diligently to watche at one gate de. 


and to keepe it ſhutte againſt the enemie, if in 
meane while all the reſt ſtoode wide open to 
him? euẽ ſo like wiſe it is to no purpoſe to keepe 
our ſelues from one vice, vnleſſe we make ac⸗ 
compt, and conſcience to abandon our ſelues 
from all others: like as . 3 (as 
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ſayeth Ariſtotle) there is but one onely marke 
whereto they muſt direct their arrowes to ſhoot 
well, and pet many meanes to miſle and ſhoste 
ſhoꝛt: ſo is there but one onely holines, where- 
vnto we muſt aſpyꝛe, which is a ſetled deſire, 
fully reſolued wholly to obaye God. But there 
are many kindes of vices & meanes to diſobey 
him, and to withſtande his will, Me conclude 
then, that to be applied to good woꝛkes, it muſk 
not be done to halues, but perfectly and without 
exception to take care and endeuour to keepe 
all that God commaundeth. 
of the per · ¶ But here a queſtion muff bee reſolued , and 
ffection of that is: that if to doe our duetie, and to ſatiſlie 
| workes. the will of God, we mult be perfect in euerp 
ö kinde of vertue. And we can not otherwiſe be 
Sainctes and Chziltians, vnleſſe we haue in 
a uns perfection all the pointes of holines. The Phi⸗ 
| of the phi- Ioſophers and ſchoolemen, they ſape that this is 
laſophert ne ceſſarie, and that a man can not bee ſayde to 
ſchoole- be vertuous vnleſſe he haue attained to the ful- 
men. nes and perfection ot all vertues: But the ſcrip⸗ 
tures #the auncient fathers they ſpeake others 
Sentices of wile , Fo S. Paule ſayeth, that the minde is 
zbe ſcrip- accepted accoꝛding to that it hath : that is to 
nes and ſaye, that we are accepted of God when we im⸗ 
Ace, Pplopethat poztion and meaſure of power and 
2. Cor. f. 12 ſtrength which hee hath giuen vnto vs to the 
ende 
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ende to doe wel, and he is contented with that, 
although we lagge ſomewhat behinde, and in a 
great ſoꝛt of thinges come very ſhoꝛte of that 
ende and perfection, which is pꝛopounded and 
ſet out vnto vs in the lawe . And the felfe ſame. 
Apoſtle confeſlſeth , that he had nothing, but 
chat ſame onely will: To will is pꝛeſent with ,,,, 18. 
me (ſayeth be:) but I finde no meane to per- 
fozme that which is good. Abꝛaham ſacrificed | 
his ſonne, no otherwiſe then in effect, e he had Cen. 22.16 | 
nothing but the ſame will which was imputed | 
vnto him, as if he hadde accompliſhed all chat 
was commaunded him. So as God him ſelfe 
witneſleth of htm, ſaying: Foꝛaſmuch as thou 
haſt done this thing, and to obaye me haſt 
not ſpared thine onely ſonne, J will bleſſe thee 
and multtplte thy ſeede, as the ſfarres of hea⸗ 
uen. Jeſus Chit ſhal ſap vnto his elect, which 
ſhall be on his right hande in the day ol iudge⸗ | 
ment:Come ye bleſled of my father:inherite ye 2.25.34 | 
the kingdome pꝛepared fo2 you befozeche foun⸗ | 
dation ofthe wozlde. Fozalmuche as. when I 
was hungrie pe gaue me meate, cc. This is 
certaine that among the elect, there was ſome 
who being holden in pouertie, oz foz lacke of 
abilitie, oꝛ by ſome other let, did not that, which 
Ch iſt hall ſave there they did, which thinges 
themlelues cofeſſenoc to _ done in the ſame 
in, 
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plate alleaged: And pet fo? all this, it ſhalbe 
ſayde vnto all, not becauſe all haue done choſe. 
things, but becauſe they had a will to doe them. 
Moꝛeouer, if in reſpecte of vice, the will onely 
bee enough to conuince and condemne a man, 
and that he is accompted an adulterer befoꝛe 
the iudgement of God, who hath onely looked 
on his neighbours wyfe to luſte after her: and 
that he is alſo reputed a manqueller, that ha⸗ 
teth his bother: euen ſa likewiſe in reſpect of 
good wozkes we mult not doubt but the good 
will, and deſire we haue to perloꝛme them is ac⸗ 
cepted and appꝛoued of God though alwayes. 
the effects followe not ſo ſoone and ſo excellent 
as we deſire. 
As touching the auncient fathers, they ſaye 
S. Ambroſe the ſelle ſame thing, S. Ambꝛoſe vppon S. 
. Luke, affirmech that p rigbteouſnes ofa Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian man conſtſteth moꝛe in the will, then in 
che wozke, and that it ought rather be meaſu⸗ 
red by the affection then by the effect. But in 
the booke which he hach wꝛitten De ſuga mun- 
di, he ſayeth, it is a harde thing foꝛ one to keepe 
him ſelle wholly from vanitie, and that it is im: 
| poſſible altogether to depart from it, otherwiſe 
S. Auguſtin then in will aud deſire alone. S. Auguſtine vp: 
| pon the ſtirſt Epidle of John ſayeth: that the 
whole life ofa Chziſtian is no other thing but 
1 an 
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an holy deſire and good will: And in his ninch 
hooke of the Trinitie, he hath a ſaying ſeruing 
tothis purpoſe wozthie to be noted: Me (ſayeth: 
he) that knoweth righteouſneffe and loueth ic 
perfectly, that man is righteous, notwithſtan⸗ 
ding that outwardly he hath not yet ſhewed by 
his woꝛkes, in any ſoꝛt, that good affection of 
his harte. To conclude, looke where and howe 
often ſo euer God hath commended vnto vs the 
ſtudie and keeping of his lawe, he doeth it al⸗ 
wayes in theſe tearmes: Thou ſhalt take heede 
to doe thoſe things which J commaunde thee: 
To giue vs to vnderſtande that the pꝛincipall 
point that he requiers of bs, is that we haue a 
deſire to pleaſe him, and a readie good will to 
doe that, which he hath commaunded vs actoꝛ⸗ 
ding to that grace and ſtrength that he hath gi⸗ 
uen vs, which is the thing that he moſt eſtee⸗ 
meth in vs. As we ſee a father a great deale 
moꝛe to content him ſelfe with that his ſonne 
doth, be it neuer ſa litle, then of all that his ſer⸗ 
uant can do: becauſe he eſteemeth their wozkes 
not accoꝛding to their greatnes, o the payne 
and time that they haue ſpent in doing them: but 
accoꝛding to the will and readines which they 
haue that doe them. 
Te mult then conclude, that the holynes of 
a Chziltian man, che duety and diligence which 
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maketh him to imploye thoſe graces that hee: 
hath receaued of God, to pꝛoſite in his feare, 
and continually to better himſelfe in the exers: 
| ciſe and grouth of good wozkes, are imperfecc: 
' Teronim, in many reſpectes. And as S. Jerome ſapeth: 
1 the perfection of all the righteouſnes chat is in 
the fleſhe is mapined: # to be perfect it is necel⸗ 
| ſarie that we acknowledge, confeſſe, and feele 
FA with an inward feeling, that we are imperfect, 
| $-Anguſtn D. Augultine confirmech the lame, ſaping: that 
| à righteous mans vercue mape be ſ{apde to be 
perfect with this condicton, that his perfection 
conliſteth in hauing the knowledge of his im⸗ 
perfection, and in making humble confefſton 
thereof befoꝛe God. And howe ſo euer there be 
great lacke in vs in this point, & that our righ⸗ 
teouſneſſes are as bnperfect beginnings in this 
wozlde: yet neuertheleſſe, we muſt not thinke 
that he will reiect and denie them: Foz he is 
not as other creditours, rigozous and not to 
be intreated, who will not be contented with 
him that is bounde befo2e they be payed and ſa⸗ 
tis fied the vttermoſt farthing: but he is gentle 
and gractous, and is pleaſed with vs, when we 
denie not our debtes , and will not excuſe our 
ſelues in this, that we are not able to pape: but 
without all diſſimulation o2 conſtraynte, wee 
frankely and freely conleſſe, ſhewing him = 
deſire 


— 
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deſire we haue to ſatisfte him, which yet we can 
not doe (by reaſon of our pouertie) and theres 
foe humblie beſeeche him that he will take in 
good part that litle we haue, and offering chat 
vnto him, which he hath giuen vs of his owne 
ſpectall grace, 

When we thus ſubmitte our ſelues whollp 
vnto him, and pꝛay him to vie ſuch fauour and 
gentlenes as ſhall pleaſe him towards vs, we 
likewiſe bearing and ſhewing ſuch a ſincericte 
and vp2ightneſſe towardes him in the affap2es 
we haue to doe, there is no doubt but he will in 
like manner take in good parc that licle which 
we p2eſent vnto him: and that both we and our 
wozkes (howe imperfect ſo euer they are) ſhall 
be accepted and appꝛoued ok him, in the fauour 
of his ſonne, as if they were perfect, and abſo- 
lute in euery point. Foz a father caſteth not 4 nt. 
away his childꝛẽ, becauſe they are ſicke, crooke de ſher 
backt, blinde, oz maymed ol hande 02 foote, oz 78 . 
otherwiſe counterfaice and imperfect:but hand- % „ 
leth them moze tenderly, c dealeth moꝛe ſoftely 4; chart 
with them, then with the others, reſpectinge ng 
their debilitie and feeblenes. e caſt not away ey be in- 
wine though it haue lyes oz groundes, noz f k. 
golde howe ſo euer it be couered with dirte. A 
hul bande man rekuleth not lande, though it be 
ouergrowen wich bzambles and bꝛpers : but 
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will vſe the greater diligence to ſtocke it and 
to plowe it, hoping with his diligence, that it 
will bꝛing foo2th fruite plentifully ; God like⸗ 
wiſe will not refuſe and put vs away, becauſe 
he ſeeth manye imperfections and infirmities 
invs, naye rather that is an occaſion, that he 
= 103. will take the greater pitie vpon vs: as Dauid 
3 ſe ſayeth: Albeit (fayech S. Ambzole ) the light 
* be oftentimes hidden by a cloude, which is ca⸗ 
, 


ried befoze the ſunne, yet therfoze it is not quite 
put out. And the ſunne cealech not to bee the 
ſunne, though his beames be ſtopped, and can 
not pierce vnto vs: euen lo likewiſe howſoeuer 
| our fayth oftentimes be diſfigured, and coxrup- 
ted by many erroꝛs, doubtings and diſtruſtes: 
it is not therefoꝛe quite choked, and we leaue 
Tvo nota- not to be faithfull fog theſe imperfections, 

. Butbefoze I ende this matter, it is meete, 
1. 1. YVby that we pet handle two pointes: one, of which, 
| ee is the reaſon, why our holyneſſe is acceptable 
erh the vnto God, and the ſeruice which we doe vnto 
| wwperfe# him, ſeeing both the one and the other are im: 
ey, per ect: and ſeeing in his lawe he reiecteth all 
| 2./Vbythe the (acrifices, which had in them any imperfec- 
aalen. tion at all. The other point is concerning the 
vor perfect. cauſe whereloꝛe he regenerating & ſanctifying 
. vs by his holy ſpirite, hath pet lefte ſuche an 
Ii world, heape ol vices and imperfections in vs, 2 g 


f 
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much co2ruption in our nature and lpfe, which 
notwithſtanding all che diligence and labour 
we can, to cozrect and moꝛtiſie it, pet we can 
not come any thing neare, to be whollie deliue⸗ 
red and exempte from it. Touching the firſt of 4» anſver 
thole two pointes, there are two reaſons, fo: rs 
which our vertues and wozkes are appꝛoued? 
r accepted befoze God, howe imperfect ſo euer 
they be. One is, becauſe Jeſus Chꝛiſt hath co⸗ 
uered and taken them vnder the cloke of his 
righteouſnes, as ſoone as we are vnited & knit 
vnto him: ſo as no ſuch ſpotte appeareth in vs 
that can offend God. And fo? chat he is our Me⸗ 
diatour towards God his father, we ſce God 
no otherwiſe then in him and by him: As the 
father in like manner will not ſee noz beholde 
vs other where then in Jeſus Chziſt, thꝛough 
his humanitie as members and partes of his 
body. And this is the caule that maketh vs to 
appeare altogether other then we are: Foꝛe⸗ Similines 
uen like as looking aſide thꝛough any glaſſe, be 
it blew oꝛ yelowe oꝛ of any other colour, all the 
things we ſee ſeeme to vs ts be of the colour of 
the glaſſe, thꝛough which we did beholde them: 
So God allo beholding and look ing vpon vs in 
his ſonne, we ſeeme to him to be of his colour, 
and we haue the appearatince and bꝛightnes of 
his innocencie and righteouſnes: which canſeth 


| A ſimili- 
| tud e. 


i 5 anſwer...” 


| queſtion. 
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that in ſeeing and touching vs, he thinketh be 


ſeeth & toucheth his owne naturall Sonne. As 


Iſaack ſpeaking to Jacob his younger ſonne, 
and feeling his necke and handeg, thought it 
had bene Elau his eldeſt ſonne , The other rea- 
ſon is, that the grace of Gods ſpirite, beinge 
mingled wich our wozkes,our wozkes deriue & 


fetch fro thence their greateſt dignitie, beauty; 


eſtimation free ſtrength, as when we mingle 
water with wine ina cuppe oꝛ in a glaſſe, that 
which is taken in there is called wine, though 
water be mingled with it: and albeit there bee 
moꝛe water then wine (as it mape be) pet that 
which is the moꝛe pꝛincipal and moſt pzecious 
part of all beareth che name: euen ſo the wozks 
which we doe by the grace of God, be it that 


they haue a great many ſpottes and imperkec⸗ 


tions, as they pꝛoceede from vs, vet foꝛ all that, 

they holde alwapes the name and reputation of 

him, who is their pꝛincipall aucchour. 
Concerning the ſeconde point, which is to 


| zozhe ſecõd know the reaſon why God doth not whollie re- 


generate and {anctifie vs, from the firſt houre 
that he calleth vs to his knowledge, ſeeing that 


all his woꝛkes are perfect, and that the lawe 


requireth ofvs , that we ſhoulde be holte as he 
is holie: that is to ſay, that we ſhould be whollp 


and perfectly holie, We muſt marke, in verie 


deede 
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deede, that our regeneration and ſanctification 
are woꝛkes of God which are perfect and abſo⸗ 
lute, as all that he doth is: But this perfection 
is ſucceſſiue oꝛ by degrees. As we ſee that it is 
in many of his creatures, Deede caſt into the 
earth doth not by and by ſpꝛoute, encreaſe and 
come to his perfection ; but by ſpace and length 
of time, it attaineth to his perfection and ripe⸗ 
neſſe, in that ſeaſon that God hath appointed. 
A tree likewiſe, is not perfect as ſoone as it is 
planted. An infant is not ſtraight wayes vppon 
the ſuddaine as ſoone as it is conceaued in the 
wombe of his mother, become a man, but with 
time: euen ſo we are not all at the firſt daſhe re⸗ 
generated. But this regeneration riſeth by de⸗ 
grees, ànd being once begonne, then it pꝛocee⸗ 
deth faire and ſoftly by litle and litle encreaſing 
euery dape, till we come to euerlaſting life in 
the heaueng . And in that God delighteth ſo to 
regenerate and entierly to refoꝛme vs, to make 
vs altogether newe creatures, he doth it foꝛ 
thzee great and weightie reaſons. Firſt, be: Three rea- 
cauſe he would humble vs, foꝛaſmuch as being Y v 
naturally enclined to pꝛeſume too much of our w_ _ 
ſelues , we haue great neede that this pꝛide be generate v⸗ 
kept under: and that this miſcheuous inclina: perfect. 
tion which we haue to ſuch manner of arrogan⸗ 
tie ſhoulde be digged bp and rooted out of our 


Similitudet 
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hartes: which thing God doeth-after that he 
hath adopted vs leauing vs ſubiect to many 
miſeries and viſeaſes, as well of the body as of 
the minde, to the ende that by this meane we 
Houlde be barred from lifting vp our lelues in 
any opinion and admiration of our ſelues, and 
that we ſhoulde not ſpeake moze biggely and 
pꝛoudly then we ought : and herein he maketh 
of a poyſon, aremedie and pꝛeſeruatiue againſt 
the: popſone-chat is in our nature: as we ſee by 
| experience to be done in the cdection of triacle. 
| Sinilicudes Fog euen like as of the fleſhe of the viper men 
| fil ie make a ſoueraigne and extellẽt remedie againft 
Mallon the byting of them: euen ſo God maketh ol 
| choſe infirmittes chat remaine in bs after our 
regeneration ,- and which of them ſelues are 
deadly and damnable ſinnes beloze him, an 
healthfull remedie to cozrect and repꝛeſle the 
other vices # diſeaſes , which are a great dealt 
mote pernicious: as is arrogancie and vaine 
confidence ofourſelues, contempt and foꝛget⸗ 
fulnes of God, and ſuch other like peſtilences 
which wauld kill vs ſuddainly, if they were not 
ſpedely pꝛeuented. Mhich thing our good God 
doth, who knowing the daunger wherein we 
are, as a good father is moꝛe carefull fox our 
good x ſaluation then we our lelues. Bp meane 


whereok, he pꝛeuenteth and cutteth of che _ 
that 
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thut leadeth to the daunger of death ( wherein 
otherwiſe we are) by thele afflictiũs & diſeaſes, 
which alwayes putteth vs in minde and ſecceth 
this mevecine befoze our eyes, dziuing vs to 
ſearch alter him #corequire aide at his hands, 
Me dealeth with vs, as a iudge in ſome crimi⸗ 
nall pꝛoteſſe, mho will giue an enlargement, 
bur pet with condition, oz as they ſape with a 
quouſque, that is, till the time that he calleth 
it backe, and putceth him in his fozmer eſtate 
wherein he was befo2e, if it happenthat he fall 
into any new fault againe. The iudges doe this 
to keepe them alwapes in feare and diligence, 
to dos their duetie, and to ſtoppe them from ta⸗ 
æing toa great libertie. God likewiſe: doech fo 
with vs, wben he will pardon our ſinnes and ſec 
vs at libertie, leauing vs notwithſtanding a 
great ſozte of infirmicies and imperfections, 
which mape alwapes ſerue him, to charge vs, 
and oz matter to call vs to a reckoning, when 
we would winde out of that bondage, and boaſt 
dur ſelues abꝛoade of the goodlynes of our rea» 
The ſeconde reaſon is, becauſe he woulde 70.2. rea- 

Corecc our ingratitude, which is a vice as na Ie. [ 
turall co vs as pꝛeſumption. Fox there is no» 
thing, into which we fall lo eaſely, as into the 
koꝛgetfulnes of God and ofhis benefites, which 
„Un, F 


A Hail 


we haue receaued of him.eſptrially ubm aut 
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are ateaſe aud in p2olpericie;whichniakechvs 
wanton , and bereuech vs aſtentimes of aur 
ſenſes and vnderſtanding; vihich is an other of 
the moſt pernicious vices that can be, and pꝛo⸗ 
uoketh che heauy wꝛath and iudgement of God 
againſt us. And this is the cauſe, why he lea 
ueth vs alwapes in ſuch neteſlity to the ende he 
map meete with ſuche an inconnenience and 


1: 6... giue us occaſſon to ſere after bim. Againebe 


| Ing the 


ſhoulde make vs great ann riche attonce, and 
he keepeth in ſtoꝛe fazvs, it woulde make us to 


doeth vs not all the good hee will doe; at one 


| wiſdome of clappe, fearing leaſt that we woulde vtteriy a⸗ 
| Ged in go- handon and looſe it. And herein he doeth aa a fas 
| . 
Se his. 

| 


ther of an houſholde well aduiſed, who at the 
firſt daſhdoth not much aduaunte his ſeruaũts: 
but doeth faz them by litle and litle, the better 
alwayes to put them in comfoꝛt and hope to re» 
ceaue aduantage at laſte, to the ende that by 
this meane, they may be halden in ſeruice, and 
not departe from his houſe: euen ſo, Gadd 
ring the time that we are in this woꝛlue, giueth 
vs moꝛe hope; then he daeth bene fites (aud et 
it is plaine that the graces that hee beſto werb 
vpon vs are infinite )- foꝛ feare leaſte that i he 


Houlde giue vs out ot hande all the gaod that 


.abandon fs ſexuice z as: we ſee fomecimes-if 


hap- 
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happened to che Jewes by this occaſſion: Ag 
God xepzochechchem by his pzopber Jeremyt lere. 22.21 
Aſpake dntolthee when thou waſte in pꝛoſpe⸗ | 
titie „ but chou ſayedt; ; A will not heare zthis 
hath heneithy cuſtome and manner from thy 
pouth c | 
qT Thechirtreaſon,why God doch not attonce; 7he hide 
defeude x foxtifiebs and that th2oughout, when n 
be bath vegenerated vs, istothe end that thoſe | 

infirmicies which:yetremapne in vs after our 
re generation; Mdulde ferue to exerciſe vs, and | 
to keepevs from ſlathfulneſſe and fleeping. Foz | 
bauing (as S. Amhꝛoſe ſageth) a robe o2 gar⸗ . 
ment: which is all to tone and vnſewed, and 
which foꝛ this cauſe had neede to be amended, 
we mut oocupie nur ſelues in repairing and a · 
menbing the ſame: and muſt auoyde by this 1 
meane flothfulnefſe and idleneſſe. Mozeouer, ; 
being (dererciſed we growe moze ſtrong and LY 
aule to fight againſt the fleſhe and againſt all o- 44 
ther enemies. Which thing was aunſwerev | 
to S. Paule (when bedeſtred to be delinered 2.Cor. 1.9 
from that pꝛicke ofthe flech that ſo continually i 
troubled bim) that he ought to contente him 
ſeife wich the grace of God which is ſufficient; 
the ſtrengeh whereof ſheweth ic ſelfe mote in 
our inſirmities then in our pꝛoſperities. Marke 
enn diſeaſes and afflictions ſtande vs 

| F it, 
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inſtead and greatly pꝛoſite vs, when we ſullet 
and heare them patteutly, and we aught to row 
tent our ſelues with the onely will at God chat 
fendeth them, and like wile we maſt wape that 
the ende of theſe imperfections , which he hath 
pet left in vs after that he hath regenerate vs; 
is, to keepe vs in obedience, i to bʒidle vs, that 
we doe not ſtumble and goe aſtrape : Foz euen 
lpke as to be wyſe, it behoueth vs to be fooles 
. Cor. 3. 18. (ag S. Paule ſapeth) and to the ende we mae 
Ihn. .. ſeemore clearely (as Jeſus Ch it ſaxeth) to 
be blinde: euen ſo that we may be perleete wee 
mult be imperkect, and that we haue fomie and 
dirtie feete, it is to krepe vs occupied in wa⸗ 
Ging chem. . $05: $034hf 
The font Mauing nowe handled theſe tus partes of 
. _ Chziſtes righteouſnes, it followeth neceſſarily 
duns ef tobe knowen,whatthe matter iswhervpsthis 
chriſt isis łighteduſnes woꝛketh , where it refteth and is 
| be founde. to be founde eyther in him oz in us. Mhere as 
the Sopbonicall ſophiſters ſay that we can not 
be otherwiſe righteous, then dy the righteouſ⸗ 
nes that is in vs: we ſaye cleane contrary, to 
witte, that p righteouſnes which we muſt haue 
to eſcape the iudgement of God, is not in vs, 
2.cor.5, 21 but in Jeſus Chꝛiſt. As S. Paule ſapeth that 
he was made ſinne fo2 vs, that we choulde be 
made the righteouſnes of God in him _— 8 
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will chegefoze rigbely vnderſtande, howe his 
righteguſues i attributed vnto vs, wee mult. 
know in iubat xeſpecte our ſinne is attributed 
vnto hum: ſoꝛaſmuch as there is the like reaſon 
of the one; aschete is of the other. But it is ve⸗ 
rie textaine that our ſinnes were neuer effer⸗ 
tuallie in Jeſus Chai: who being conceaued 
bytheholy G s alwayes holy, innocent, 
cleane, and without ſpotte: but our ſinnes were 
uely imputed vnto bim, ta the ende that he 
ſhoulde beare the puntſhmentof them. fox v8. Ueb 7.26, 
Nulike manner, his rigbteouſnes is not efſtns = 
tially in vs. Foz taubat degree ſu euer, at li: 
nes oxberiue we be come vnto t this lyfe;there 
is notwithſtãning alwayes in vs a great many 
oldiſadzed and vnrulp affections: : in our vn⸗ 
den ſtanding a great mauyl of enill thougbecn: 
in dur mouthes a great mmot uill woes: 
in nur waozkes great many imperfections 
and indixert dealings: in all: our lyfe there is 
ſo muche coꝛruption and ſylthineſſe that af it 
ſolfe it is auhaminable and ſtinckingo in the 
ſigbtol Gadz Wherevpow a man maye well 
Kknawe ;:tbarſuche a righteonſrreffe as that is 
hat was in che ſunne af Bad, neitherdwelleth 
noxremapnech eſſentially in bs, but onely by 
imputation: to the ende that thereby we maye 
en therewarde, And ws 

iy 


Coloſſ. 3.3. 
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Sane Paule ſayo<)rhat our lyfe 68:J{ddo!iw 
him, and muſt not bee reuvited:) tube tithes 


that her chall appeare im ionen euen d 1 


dur righeeoulneſte, the which appevrdch not 


Tbe rig h- 


uſe. of is compared te robe, acroꝛding to chat which 


zhe faith- 
full —_ 


red to 
robe. 


Pſal. 132. 


clearely enough; tx peaſon'ofvitoſniperſecets 
ons, no moe then our lyſe doechby reaſon o. 


our moptalitit and io ruptioũ till rhe way chat 


Gow ſhall appeare in e 3 
of his lane. 31 3; 31%6 madd Gs 


This is the reaſon whp this riqhcrouln 


is ſayde in che Palme ? that the Pꝛieſts ch oald 
be rlothed wich righeroulnelſe . Foꝛ as dri 
is not bozne with un: and we date aoefrom 
dur mothers wombie eau, ſuinnet 
Eit ts not faſtenen cd out bodies un the kinds 
ofdeaftes: een ſo li ewiſt neither iich el gin 
teduſnes where wich we are coueredy/as witha 
long robe, tu we endetharconretfiperferatous 
may not be perroalled. And rhis(swgronvy; 
nelite aud mertit that God hath ry vunghe abe 
Kowedypbvs, in chut heYathnotiafligned Ttied 
vur ſelues noi pu it nuer in ad ound Handen 
but hatippzoiwbya ſtewarvoſroſivhbm he hach 
dellluerer it in truſt ffomimrieiaswe ars fo 
i aduiſtd, und ſo ill haſbahves3:thavharwe 
vnce the ozdying of it dur felues; the deu by 
his lieightes and conuapaunces EEE 

17% gs 
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beguile vs. Foz it our fozefathers who were; 
ſo wiſe + indued wich ſo many excellent graces.: 
could not keepe ſaf ly that aʒiginali rtghteouſs:! 
nes laꝛ ſo ſmalla time, ( wherewith they were 
ada med from the beginning) and were not able 
to pꝛeſerue ihem ſelues ſoꝛ ſo litle awhile from 
the crafty fetches and ſnares ol Satan but that 
tbey loſt it: IM bat may happen vnta vs; mhich 
are not ſo wile as they were, it we ſhoulde haue 
the keyes and charge ol ſa great andyreciors a 
treaſure, ann nennen 
ol God? iner 
e lag grent commuditie and; verie good fox Diuerſe f- 
tre, that the life and ſappe therrol lneth hipda . lirudes | 
in the route: Foxthis is the mennetuvefenhez f 
and pꝛeſerusit idm the ſtoꝛmes ande ſroſteg ot not neceſ- 
che winter: kuen loia it foꝝ ou p2ofitezthatous ry her 
lyle and nur kighteoaſnes are in Jeſua Chaild) chin his 
whoiig our foutidatiorn and! routꝭ .it being 4 
locked vp in ſo ſure a plate, it ſhalnt pꝛeſerued be efſin« 
and kept fo vs againſt all choſe. that! wiillde ,;;, MV. 
robbe ha o ſnatche it amaye fromus bytren ** > | 
ſon u violence ne ſee that kinga nnù great Ga 055 
Loben chen neither medole noꝝ deale with ann 
money; but then leaur cheir ccuenues in ts 
handed al their treaſozers aud rect anouta x0 va 
vrſpoſeoh: them cuntenting them ſelues when 
„ neede:, 02 er” 


F iiij 


| Howe we. 
maye be 
righreows 


by the 
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puruaped and p2ouided fo, of that which is 
neceſſary:mhayneed thẽ is there that we ſhould. 
haue our goods in our.owne hands, ſeeingthat 
we ſhall lacke nothing, that is needefull fo vs? 
Me haue the grace of God, we are his chil⸗ 
men and conſequently his heires: we are en⸗ 
tinhtened; guided, ſtrengthened, and comfozs! 
ted by his ſpirite: we are titiʒens of his kings: 
dome; and ſeruauntes of his houſeholdea to be 
ſhoꝛtz we haue allche pꝛoſttes, rentes and com⸗ 
moditles that grom oſ his rigbtesuſnes: what 
would we deſire moꝛe ? Is it not enough that 
m gacher the fruite of a tree, and that it al⸗ 
-- mapeaveniapnein his place, and that we cars 
rie iti nat amay with vs ? Jinlike manner alfa 
we mut tontent nur ſelues ta bee partakers:of 
the lrumen ut Chꝛiſt his righteouſnes,.albedt 
it be at aſſentially in us: but onely by impu· 
. gation gc in aſmuchias through bis prep 
.; Cieitinhaſdowved vpon vs. 
Nut here a duubt maybe moued; hawe we 
can be righteous , ; bythe righteouſnes uf an 
ther ſeeing that this is a prrſonall qualities 


| wvighteouſ- which can hut be communitaied to an other ni 
| nes of an moe thenhealth, miſedame; ſtrength and beau⸗ 


| other. 


tie: Nom tan I be otherwiſe in healch cher 

the bealth that reſteth eflertually in mpdodie: 

bow tan it be — 
$130 
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 bytherighteoulnes; that dwelleth in an other? 
Me muſt aunſmere that this ia done by impu⸗ 
tatton: And as a man maꝝ be aequited df his 75. f 
creditaur, by the payment which ſome en 20 Aal 
makelaf his omne money in the name ol the 1 17. 
debtour: even ſu we may be righteous, by the 2 * 
righteouſnes ol an otber, whenheis accepted me 0 oy” 
inour name, athat'i is of Jelus Chit, wen 
we are vniten and knit vnta him. All che mem 
bers of the bady without the eye are altoge* 7he ſmili- 
ther blinde ol them ſeluea, and yetnotwithſtan« "*<s nd 
ding, chey ceaſe nut euety day co doe their dues ”) wp bo 24 
ties rightly. The feece-goe without Kumblings,,;;.;. + 
— — C toe 
ech one of them is led in bis woxkeby the ligne 
olche eye which illuminateth o-directechthems © © 
aud as the ſight af the eye ia cammuuicated ta 
all che members of che bodp, who ſee by it and A K Iv oF | 
in it 2 even ſo wein like manner are pꝛoſaed isn 
the righteouſues al: Jeſus Caiſt, which is im 


'Y 


parte with vs, an the ſigbeoftheeye with the e 
members, to the ende that we maye vſs:it in 
thedudgemene-df:God , there ta hee atcquiten 
aum (uſt ified;;:andpronounced alcogethetiinnss den | 
cent and diſchavged from all mut faut | 
N ad on l ed. Ae The fof | 
wlecvs come io the other point which l r. 


— ny | 
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dune, ve this righteouſneſſe; and appzopuiate it to aur 
ꝙ «ppro- ſglttes!, 'Theonelpmeae is Falth:ogwomiy 
ee. dem be mau nnen ultbe tert pture . To; S. 
3 . Palle lptchthirthe righremcnes of Godi is: 
2 by falch . Alſo: char righteouſnes is renealed in 
Jeſkg.. Ecce Gdſpoll;ang commanivaced by:faith;' Aud 
Rom..1. 17. another place: being iuſtiſted bp faith, we 
Ae, baue peace in dur conſctente. Aun the Pꝛophet 
ere alſoſapeth;Thatthe rigbteous man ihall line: 
| \ byfaith, And.FeſusChiilt inthe wode where 
"OWL *: bppoti:wenlcogecber reſt j lapoch iahat who ſa 
d eg enen beleeuech in him, val unc toims inta dudge⸗ 
Pa aa Meent q A xoothemt alpapes chit were ficke, 
| IH * © and wereheiled;byſaprifrormmonly;chartheit: 
faichibad ſaitevichenr,to'theendeeocearh vn that 
fatchitschemenne ;/ wii ni nereſtarie ta uo 
Falten vs duine nat aui righeromnes but ain chenden 
en Chriſt, un adm the vnhdeſetuen nu 3/aks 
obraine his Hd our O0vg:undonevally all thebe⸗ 
vighreou/- notites of Jeſus bm Anvialeagecher likens 
.. whappehenderdiodirgbytheſighyy'oinwes 
by che arenen io we apprehende by faith 
Sg noniſca, in whichhoolfreth life untd un 
| $.Ambreſe antattother his grarew(2Ap#Amboole Tayeaha 
Maitþikfichiaviterueant olfonrehrevengthz 
d ur that it abtaineth all that God hath pꝛontſtobs 
* eee Wechnleeuing in hum 52 am⁰α £925: craft 
| * * — be 
n 


Faith ts the f 
| only meane 


Righteouſnes - gr 
ande not by this name u bare opinion wha 


we may haue of the trueth, ux a ſimple perl nu ib 
fon and conſent, whereby me allowe all that la 2 


sonta inen in the ſcripture {but we vnderſtaude Ful 


by this Faith a lively appꝛehenſion of th cru 
of Gods pibmiſeg, and an aſſuraunce ot his 
grate aud feuour in Je ſus Chꝛiſt. Alſo, a ſub 
confivence that is ſufficient to beart all the ten: 
tations; chat: can be lapde vpon vs, and to bent 
bowneweach,-the deuill, and all the gates ol 
bell, and further to ſet ic ſelſe againſt. wyath 
in che iadgement and maletictian of God; the 
which it tirrtterh:fromvs as a dempeſũl wuν⁰. 
when we are thaeatened : Mom when we kurſt 
ſardethacthe lawe contain vb proniiſeg:of 
God lam in them his unbeſrtuem a 

gate „aside eye dorch the catdumiI e vu. 
the: ſdurde g and the other fenfermtheir:pwes 
denne bndenſtande chi; bf tt astra une 
ardderctineconely,anm ues ofanpcarniiliifegs 
ling Forthe — — 
dann; b frit mich cha handt net with 
— — leuſa of 


dcbmpreilenordg aid yet: 
mie tertrint guben theithigt achat wentiet 


becauſe our ſenſes mape bee deceauept3Visrhs 
cenie mib tũdꝑe a petre vb , in Ma- 


_ be cooked, alhongh irbovertetrainhe? 


31.4. 
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But Faith ſuhen it is once graunded, x:refteck 


+. *-:; * - lefelfe upon the wowe ol God, it is aſſured-of 
> + »Atharts theretntaught, and ſpetially it em⸗ 
„ öbpateth Jeſus Chyittand dꝛaweth dr oo 


verlaſting life. 

And alheit that otencimen; conſidering the 
etxes. diſpoſition of thoſe matters, it ſeemeth 
to vs that all chinges goe quite backe warbes, 
tontrarie ta that which:Godbath: pꝛomiſen un⸗ 
to vs: pet notwithſtanding in this caſewennuſt 
beleeue, (as S. Paule ſapech). — — 
hope, and in no wiſe danbt , but htppxomiſes 
halt artmupliched . Fog ſooner ſhall Heaven; 
earth, andalichewozlbeperiſhe;: then chedeaſt 
lotte nf that which God bath pꝛomiſed v, an 
whichisp}oreeded from his mouth faile to be 
kully wholly adcompliched in his time. LM ben 
oux:xeafon:ther ax ſenſe will doubte of that 
which'God bach ſave, oꝝ tinſap and mummate 
agaiuſt it, oꝝ amn mannor.af maye; diſtisſthis 
momiſen; ve umiſt cr tau fette ux ſeues 
manfuliy mich ali againſbit piagfs 
bpahdurdifi un ſtane pur ſelues (as be vid) 
whall}vppotrthis,:thatGopameay tb bath 
nil am might ts perfoimewhacveuevhe bath 
Wonen: n 2d 300 % nm inane nr 
vid when we come to conſider the cagrup- 
tina hie of dur dature, the rebeilian _ | 


R os t © FE ies. 
will againſt the will ol — 0 
imperkections, our diſtruſt allo that we haue ol⸗ 
tentimes of his loue, and other doubts that wo 
make of his pꝛouidtce, we muſt not then How — 
but that vur faith ismighcely allailed, and that 7 **- 
we haue to fight wonderfull ſharpe and daum 2 ſelues in 
gerous combactes : but that we mape auvpde rentations. 
them, it is needefull( as in all other tentatten s 
to keepe our ſelues alwapes co the wozde oh 
God, and to make it a buckler againſt all chat 
the deuill, our reaſon, and ſenſe can alleage a⸗ 
gainſt his will; and thoſe pꝛomiſes that he hath 
made vnto vs. e muſt (as S. Augustine 8. Argue 
ſayeth) ſhutte our eyes from all that wee maye 
ſee, and from all conſiderations that may turne 
bs away oz feare vs: and open our eares, oneix 
to heare ann meditate vppon that which God 
ſapeth . And if on the one ſide conſidering the 
things that are pꝛeſent, we perceaue our ſelus 
a falling, & ready ta be caſt headlong into aun 
diſtruſt, we muſt on ÿ other ſide fo2 to comfoꝛte 
our ſelues, beholde Jeſus Chziſt, of whom we 
are members æ ſheepe of his paſture, æ we muſt 
oppole his righteouſnes againſt our vices, his 
life againſt our veath:his obedience againſt our 
rebellion, his fauours + rich grace againſt our 
mꝛetchedneſſe and pouertie, his ſatisfaction a⸗ 
gainſt our debtes, his mercie againſt our mi ⸗ 


Three 
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Erie bia tength ag ainſt our weakenes and tẽ⸗ 
tatiaus; his merite and inter reſſion, againſt all 
the accuſations ę infoꝛmations which the iam, 


dur eonſcience and the deuil him ſelfe can bꝛing 


ſoꝛth and alleage againſt vs: alwayes thin⸗ 


hung that where linne aboundeth, there grace 
. petmaze abofidech, # hath farre mizeftrength 


to ſaue va then ſinne hath to condemne:us./UWe 
muſt do, as chey that go up into anhigh tawer, 
who looking downewardes & ſeeingthe depth 
areafraydetofall; and that they maye be the 
moꝛe ſure they layeholde of the railes: euenſo 


. - ., moſt wealwapesleanevpon the righteouſnes 
and death of Jeſus Chziſt, and ſtreugthen our 


ſelues in that, to che ende we max be preſerued 
from falling downe. | 
Nowe hauing ſpoken ofthe meanewh ereby 


flions de- ' man maye laye holde of the righteouſnelle of 
pending of Chꝛiſt, and of the equalitie of Faith that ap» 


he former y1ehendeth the ſame: it remapneth pet, that we 


ſpeake of thꝛee thinges. The firſt. whether 
that fo2 the laying holde vppon that righteouſs 
neſſe, it bee neceſſarie that Faith beperfecte. 
Then afterwardes, whether it muſt be, that it 
mult be cleane ſrom all vices: and laſtly wbe · 
ther, it hauing bene once receaued in aur harts, 

we can looſe it ICY and deer e 


of it. 
"As 


| Raghtetiſes. _ 
SEES... 1. To wiite, | 
perfectiorof;Fotibs edsctmpaiſile that euer whercher 


N 
we can attaine itan as much as me are tompaſ: In m 


{ed about with-ampzta body, whichis.o grolle f . 
aud ſo flaiſh, which fighteth withoutceaſing,,.,..4;,. 
againſt che ſpirite,when it aulas lift vpit felfe ; | F Teſws 
into any heauẽly meditation: mo2 eauer, hau ing ch. 
ſuch anheapeof darkeneſſes and falſe opinions 
in our ſenſes and underſtanding, it is impoſſtble 
; euer we ſhoulde haue any perfect knowleoge 
pf God, what diligence, paine oz cxauell ſo euer 
we take to get it::hauing in like manner a hart — 
entangled with ſo great paſſions :e luſtea which 
dꝛiues vs hether and thether, to all daine affer⸗ 
tions, in ſuch ſozt, that by reaſon hereof, we can 

not loue God perfectly. & ſo conſequently haue 

anp perfect confidence in him:becauſe confidẽce 
followeth loue, euen lyke as lone followery 
knowledge, 

The knowledge therefoze. and Zonfivenen 
that we haue of God being intpexfect;«which 
are the two parts of Faith, it foſtaweth here, 
that it can not be perfect, and that me haue nens 
continuallie to begge at Gods hande, that the ⁵ 
mill augment it in vs, and baye h dap ſtirr:ĩ 
vs vp in the meditation of hia pꝛomiſes, which it 
is the true meane to — — ann . 
n Faith, And whereco ferue exhont:: 


E396 


> 


96 Of Ch II. tis a 
. - tions,p)apers; Sacraments, and ſuche other 
e exerctles, it dur faith coulde bee perfect here? 
ſleeing that all cheſe are not oained and foſtred 
in the Church, to any other purpoſe, chen to fox 
tifie, encreaſe the knowledge, zeale and alle · 
ction of the kaichlull. 

4. Pein Nom let vs come to the ſecond point. Bering 
whether that our Faich is neuer perkect in this wozlde, 
Faith muſt but is alwayes mingled with an infinite num⸗ 
| be cleane ber of infirmities which alwayes remapne in 
_ vs, in ſuch ſozt as there is none can (aye his 
| harte is cleane from all ſinne: and that we haue 
| neede in reſpect of this, to begge of God in our 
P2ayers, that he will pardon vs our offences, 

and making the confeſſion of our Faith, to ſay; 

J beleeue the remiſſion of ſinnes: Motwithſtan⸗ 

ding all this that as yet our faith is very weake 

Edefiled with many imperfections, neuerthe⸗ 

les it ceaſeth not, to lay holde vpon that, that it 

Mall pleaſe God to beſtowe vpon it. No other⸗ 

wiſe (faz examples ſake)thẽ as a litie child who 

A _ with his litlehandes, oz a pooze man wich his 
tude of the paxged and-ſcabbie handes refuſe not to take 
2 —4 of bread and other almes, that a man will beffome 
rain. uppon them, as wel as if they were greater and 
| whole. Altogether like as diſeaſes that arevnts 
| An other Wevſallth)ough. out the whole body, (as is 
0 burning _ though they weaken all the 
: partes 


| 


P 


weak is pet capable ofthe graces of God, of 


ovier all the hozizon; yea and the Sunne it ſeilfe 
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partes of the ſame and ſpeciallie che tomacke, 
moze then all the reſtt' pet neuerthelelſe hinder 
nat bitt that it may take a medicine, pea rather 
the diſeaſe is an octaſion bnto it ta pꝛouołe it to 
take it:euen ſo alſo it ought to be ſo fatre ot, that 
the weaknes ol our Faith ſhould keepe vs krom 
embzating righteouſnes and the other benelits 
of Teſs Chꝛiſt, that it muſt pzepare e diſpoſe 
vs to the contrarie: Accozding to which Telus Luc. 5.35. 
Chꝛiſt ſayth to the Phariſees who thought thẽ 
ſelues to be righteous, h he came not foz their 
ſakes, but to call ſinners: adding the reaſon, to 
wit that they that are ſicke haue need of 5 phi⸗ 
ſition. And euen like as our diſeaſes and inflr- 
mities let not but that our faith, be it neuer ſo 


all the righteouſnes of his ſonne: euen ſo the lic 
flenes of faith maketh it not leſſe capable to be 
able to appꝛehend and embꝛace that righteouſ⸗ 
neſſe: And like as altogether the Apple ofthe An orber 
eye which is ſo litle, and pet, fo2 all that can ap- ſmilimde 
pꝛehend the light ol the Sunne which is ſpꝛead 


which is farre greater, and moze ample then all 
the earth: euen ſo the eye of faith, albeit that it 
be very ſmall, yet it ceaſeth not to laye holde of 
the Sunne of righteouſnes, together with his 
light, iuſtice æ other giftes, which _ as great 
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| and as man in number. 
z Ve-. But nome let vs handle the laſte of the foes 
zher che ſapde thꝛee pointes , that is to ſape: whether 
Fas Faith being once receaued into our hartes, we 
fai. ban viterlyaſterwardslooſe,and fo2goe it. Fox 
ik hauing once receaued it, wee can not be allu⸗ 
red to keepe it conffantly to the end, we ſhall al⸗ 
wayes be in doubt of our ſaluation.But if we be 
once perſuaded and reſolued in this point, that 
hauing bene inſpired by the ſpirit of God in our 
hartes, it will ſtill there abide, and dwell foz e⸗ 
uer: this perſwaſion will alwayes keepe our 
ſpirits quiet and contented, and they ſhall al- 
wayes be toyfull , yea in che middeſt of allcen- 
tations that may aſlaile vs, Wherefoze it is 
very neceſſarie fo2 vs to marke, and diligent⸗ 
ly to impꝛint in our myndes, all the places of 
the holy ſcripture, in which God hath aſſured 
vs of the continuance and perſeueraunce of his 
grace and fauour cowards vs, and of keeping 
vs in the faith, and giuing of all the other gifts 
| that he will communicate vpon vs. As in the 
Rom. 8. firft place, this teſtimonie of S,JÞaule woulde 
be marked, which ſayeth: that Fayth is tops 
ned with election, and ſo hy conſequence faun⸗ 
ded vpon the counſatle and will of God which 
| is everlaſting # immutable ; Then afterwards 
|| Rowan. 29 that — of the Romaines where it is 2 
| at 
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That the giftes — calling of God are without 
repentaunce, that is to day, irreuocable, when 
he hath once giuen them vnta vs. Alſo, ᷣ which 


is layde in S. Matthew: That to him that hach, 14. 13 1 


it ſhall be giuen. Ik then, wee haue by Godg 
grace, Faith and the gifces of the ſpirite, let 
vs be certaine that they ſhall remaine ſtill with 
vs, and looke by the ſelfe ſame grace that they 
were freely beſtomed vpon vs, by the lame they 
ſhall be kept and enereaſed. Alſo there is an 


other place of the Apoſtle, that all they which Ry g. 30. | 


were pzedeſfinate-co-lyfe ſhall afterwarde be 
called, iuſtiſied, and in the ende gloziſied: If 
theſe foure pointes, wherein; is contained the 
whole ſumme of the ſaluation of God his chil» 
d2en be ſo chained in oꝛder one to the other, by 
an immutable decree of God: weinuſt cöclude, 
that as our election is ſure, ſtable permanent, 
ſo alſo are the other effects that doe neceſſari⸗ 
ly followe it: Alſo that which S. John-ſapeth 1. 10hn. 5. 
in his firſt Epiſtle: that he that is bozne of God 

ſinneth not, and the wicked toucheth him not. 
Alſo, that goodly pꝛoteſtation that the Apoſtle 
makech foz him ſelfe and all the faithful, with ſo 
great aſſuraunce: I am (ſayth he) certaine, that Rom. 8. 38. 
there is neither death, noz life, no2 Angells, noz 
pꝛincipalities. noi powers, no? things pꝛeſent, 
no} ene to come ,-no2 "Ow high; noz 
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things low, noꝛ any creature, that ſhalbe able to 
ſeparate vs frõ the loue of God which is in Je⸗ 
ſus Chziſt our loꝛd. Alſo, p which Telus Chzit 
ſayeth to his diſciples: It any man loue me he 
will keepe my woꝛd, e my father will loue him, 
and we will come vnto him and dwell wich him. 
Mhereupon we maye note that he ſayeth not, 
We will viſite him, and ſo depart againe, as 
many tymes we lee friendes doe vilite one an o⸗ 
ther: but he layeth, we will abide wich him: 
which is as much to ſave: We will holde our 
ſelues to him, and dwell continuallie wich him, 
without euer departing from him. 0 
By all thele places, and many moꝛe which 
might be rehearſed out of the lcripture, it ap⸗ 
peareth plainely that fayth being once giuen vs 
of God, it ſhall neuer be quite taken away from 
vs, and ſo by conſequence neither the grace 
of God, which alwayes followeth it. And al⸗ 
though it ſeeme oftentimes foꝛ dead, as it was 
in Dauid, when he committed ſo great and 
beinous lines: one after another: pet fox all 
that, there remayned alwapes in his harte, a 
cercaine remnaunt of it, which foꝛ a time was 
hidde as fire is vnder the Aſhes, And lyke as 
when it is raked vp it ſheweth not his bꝛyght⸗ 
nes noꝛ heate outwardlp, vncill it be vuraked 
and kindled in a flambe: euen lo, it — 
allet 
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falleth out with our faith, which is hidden e co: 
ue red with many bices, which the moſt holieſt 
Sainctes of God them ſelues doe many times 
commit (euen as to fall into diſeaſes) the which 
continueth, till it pleaſe God to ſtir vs vp a new 
by his ſpirite, x to light vs againe, euen like as 
when a candle is put out. Me muſt iudge the of 
our faith, as of a tree, which in winter ſeemeth 
to be dead, becauſe it hath no fruite no2 leaufs 
no} any outwarde appearaunce ol life: and pet 
. notwithſtanding it ceaſech not to liue, x ſheweth 
that life, that was hidden within outwardly, in 
the ſp2yng time, bzynginge foozth flowers 
and leaues, and taking againe his goodly hew: 
in ſo much as the ſappe & ſtrength which kept 
it ſelfe incloſed in the roote during the time ol 
the colde, ſpꝛeadeth it ſelfe thzoughout all the 
bꝛanches, to make them greene & freſh againe: 
Euen ſo likewiſe is it of Faith, which ſeemeth 
oltentimes to be quite dead in vs, when it bꝛin⸗ 
geth not foo2th any ſenſe oz feeling neither of 
God, noz of his pꝛomiſes, noꝛ of his commaun⸗ 
dements o2 thꝛeateninges: And ſheweth not it 
ſelfe by any other wonted effect. Notwithſtan⸗ 
ding this, it is aliue in vs, and the life of it hath 
his being in Jeſus Chzift in whom it is ingrafe 
ted q planted. And as the ſtrength of this roote 
can neither be kroſen noz dead: w_ ſo neither 

| lit, 
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| can the Faith of a Chꝛiſtian which is ſo deepe- 
| ly grounded within be altogether extinguiſhed 
and dead being che roote of all immozcalitie, 
| . from whence it fetcheth his life. 
| eretreeaſe But befoze we ende this matter, it is neede⸗ 
nes of Ie- full to conſider one wonderfull thing, to witte, 
| fur _ howe the righteouſnes of Chzilt, which is one 
| 3 © 6nely, map be alſo entietly diſtributed to e⸗ 
eee uery one or his members, without being deul⸗ 
Faspfal. ded and ſund2ed in any reſpect, 
| To aunſſdere this pointzamanmay ſap of it; 
ö as certaine Philoſophers haue ſayd of the ſoule 
I ſenili- of man, which is wholly thzoughout 5 whole 
| pwdeof the Hody,and iti euerp part a like: euen ſo is 5ᷣ righ⸗ 
| Jowe. ttoulnes ol Jeſus Chziſt, wholly in the body of 
| the whole church, as the ſoule, to giue it life and 
to mainteine it. Then is it alcogether, i in euery 
ofthe particular members, to make thẽ ſer ong, 
whole, ſtout #of courage to doe all their offices 
and duties. The which thing a man may vnder⸗ 
ſtande by two ſimilitudes, one is of the voice, 
Simili- which being hearde ofa great many perſons, is 
. 80 in luch ſoꝛt receaued of every one of tho, p2out- 
&>the face. ded that they be attẽtiue, that the ſame is whol⸗ 
Iy vnderſtood, without being deuided oꝛ ſundzed 
in any reſpecte . The other ſimtlitude is of the 
face which may be receaued in many glaſſes, 
and wholly repꝛeſented to al, without any _ 
on 
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ſion o2 ſeparation ofthe ſame. | 

Let vs conclude then that a faithfull man 
though faith embzaceth the whole righteou(* 
nes and all the frutces of the ſacrifice of Jeſus 
Chziſt: and that, fo2 this cauſe he can not be 
condemned 02 accurſed befoze Gods iudgemẽt, 
no moꝛe then his head with whome he is tnle - 
parably knitte t vnited.Ahẽ any man is falne 
into the water where he is vp euen to the chin, 
vet he cãnot be hurt, as log as his head is aboue | 
the water, although that all the members and | 
partes of his body be dꝛowned and foundzed: ſo 2 mili- 
alſo we cannot be ſtiffled oz hurt in the deapthes . 
of death, ſeeing that Jeſus Chziſt our head, is 
alwayes lift vp aboue thoſe deapchs, & faz that 
vpon che life and health of him dependes the 
health and ſaluation of all his members, 

Nou it ts time to ſhewe by what ſignes and Howe we 1 
markes we may knowe, whether we polleſle =—_ knove | 
Jeſus Chit, and whether he dwell in vs and oo et if 
weinhim. O. Paule ſapeth to the Nomains: 7 
that being iuſtified by Fayth, we haue peace in . 
our ſoules: which is an vndoubted token that Rom. 5. 1. 
Chziſtdwellech in our hartes, that is to ſaye: bl 
when we feele there franquillitie and reſte, and it 
that we beginne to bee peaceable in our cone if 
ſciences: toꝛmentes, bytings, anguiſhes, ter⸗ 
_ and diſtruſtes there — and when in 

itt 
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the ſtead of all theſe, there cometh inplacegiop;; 
pleaſure, conſolation, and as it were a common 
feaſt where all reioyce. Foz then Jeſus Chzilt: 
liyech in vs and we in him: to witte, when all 
our thoughtes , our meditations , our wozkes 
and our delightes, doe carrie vs to him, as to 
the marke: And when we ſette him out to our 
ſelues, to be our onely glozie honour, riches, 
treaſure, and the grounde of all our hopes: and 
that we holde him as our chiefe and ſoueraigne 
good, that is to ſape: when we neither knowe, 
deſire, oꝛ ſeeke after any other but him: and that 
we are enlightened by his light and ſpirite, are 
made wyſe thꝛough his wiſedome, and ſtrong 
through his ſtrength, and riche th2zough bis 
bleſlings, and righteous though his inyocen- 
cie, and bleſſed thzough his grace and fanour: 
when we will haue no other maiſter to teache 
vs, noꝛ other light to leade vs, noz other light 
to direct vs, no2 other trueth to deliuer vs, no2 
other life to quicken vs, no2 other king to go⸗ 
uerne and defende vs, no2 other mediatour to 
recancile vs, and make vs at one with God, noꝛ 
other aduocate to pleade our cauſe in his tuvge« 
mẽt, noꝛ other gate to enter in at to his kingdd, 
no2 to make vs there reioyte of the perfect and 
full felicitie, which he hath reſerued & kept fo2 
his elect, And in general, wht we neither leeke, 
no} 
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noꝛ will haue other fountame to quenche our 
thirſt, noz to ſatisſie our deſires. See then how. 
Jeſus Chziſt liueth in vs and we in him. 1 
It is very true that 5ᷣ feeling which we haue 7he per- 
of all theſe things, is not alwayes alike and che ee 9 
lame in vs. Foꝛaſmuch as we are not alwayes a ©**** 


that are in 


like diſpoſed,at one time as at an other: and we es- 
haue not alwayes a like deſire to ſee 02 to heaxe / life f 
the woꝛd of God, oz to read it, oʒ to coferre wich be fab- 
our bꝛethꝛen, which are moze aduaunced in the | 
knowledge and zeale of the ſeruice of God then 

we are. Andlikewiſe the ſpirit of God doth not 

touch and ſtirre vs vp alwayes a like. Andthis 

is the cauſe that in our faith, as in all other qua⸗ 

lities, chere is ſometime moꝛe c ſomtime leſſe, 

and that oftentimes it is moe ſtrong 4 liuelp, 

c then ſometimes againe moꝛe remiſſe & faint. 

Foz altogether like as we ſee water is moze 4 /mil- 
hoat oz cold, accoꝛding as it is neare oꝛ farre of e. 

from the fire: euen ſo is it with vs, accoꝛding as 

we are moꝛe oꝛ leſſe exerciſed in the woꝛd, e dꝛi⸗ 

uen by Gods ſpirit, we haue moꝛe oꝛ leſſe zeale 

and affection, And altogether like as the diſpo⸗ 

ſition ol the body followeth the quality and tem⸗ 

perature ofthe aire, elements and exe rciles, ta 

which we giue our ſelues: euen ſo accoꝛding to 

the places where we liue, and the nouriſhment 

that we there take, is the eſtate of our ſoules F 
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conſciences. But be it that water be ſometime” 
hoate and ſometime colde, and that it chaunge 
his qualities, ſometimes one way, ſometimes 
an other, pet is it alwayes water: euen ſa the 
man that is electe after his regeneration, is al⸗ 


wapes faithful, howſoeuer in that he is the child 


. of Adam, he be ſometimes inclined to euil, and 
that his faith be not alwayes in one and the ſelfe 
lame eſtate, and that he is not alwayes accom⸗ 
panied with the like zeale © aſſectiũõ. Foz often⸗ 
times it commech to palle that we feele Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt to ſtirre and mone him ſelfe in vs, and by 
and by after, we haue no maner ol feeling at all: 
but therefo2e he cealeth not to dwell in vs, no 
moꝛe then our ſoules doe to dwell in our bodies 
wht we lleepe, although in ſleeping we neither 
feele thẽ, noꝛ any of their operations. A woman 
who hath conceaued and bearech in her wombe 
à pounge childe, feelech it not alwapes ſtirre, 
notwithſtand ing when ſhe hath felt it once 02 
twile,ſhe doubteth not but ſhe ts with childe: e⸗ 
uen ſo it cometh to paſſe that we haue not a cons 
tinuall feeling of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, to aſſure vs that 
he dwelleth in vs and we in him: but it ſuflizeth 
that we haue him when occaſion ſerueth. 
There are ſome allo chat feele and taſte in 
ſome ſoꝛt the righteouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt: but 
on » other ſide they haue a farre greater — 
0 
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aſcheir ſinnes; which oltentimes maketh them 
to feare 5 they are not in God his fauour. Con⸗ 
cerning this poynt we mult note, that we moꝛe 
feele that which is euill, thẽ that which is good. 
Fo? as we ſee by experience, we feele the cala⸗ 
mities & miſeries of warre moꝛe thẽ the fruites 
E pleaſures of peace, ꝶ the griefes of diſeaſes, 
mote then the quietnes ołhealth, and the hard⸗ 
nes of pouertp,moze then the p2ofices and con - 
modities of aboundance andricheſſe: by reaſon 
whereof we ought not much to maruell, if we 
feele the ſtingings and pꝛickes of ſinne a great 
deale moze then 5 cõſolations of the righteouſ⸗ 
nes of Jeſus Chziſt: ſeeing þ ſinne dwelleth in 
vs c not righteouſnes, which thing is in cauſe 5 
the one is mode ſenſible then ß other: Notwiths 
ſtanding fox all this we muſt not thinke, ÿ ſinne 
is greater #ftronger then righteouſnes, oꝛ that 
it can in any reſpect be compared vnto it, oꝛ can 
be moze able to condemne and deſtroy vs, then 
the righteouſnes of Jeſus Chziſt and the grace | 
of God is to iuſtiſte and ſaue vs. Me haue ſome 4 fu. 
times in the toppe of a finger, ſume paine 2 . 
griefe, which we feele a great deale moꝛe then 
the health that is all ouer the reſt of the bovie, © 
yea though it bee muche greater then the paine 
of our finger. Mherefoꝛe we muſt not eſteeme _ . - 
the greacneſle oz the ſtrength, whether it be ol 
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righteouſnes oꝛ ſinne, accoꝛding to that feeling 
we haue becauſe þ one is almapes moꝛe ſenſible 
thẽ the other: ſpeciallꝝ fozaſmuch as we em⸗ 
bzace righteouſneſſe onely by faith which is of 
thoſe things that are not outward and ſenſible, 
| Aremed) There are others alſo that feele nothing elſe 
Sgainſi the hut their ſinnes: and therefoze they liue in con- 
rentatio" f tinuall feare and diſtruſt , where out they can 
All feclinoe not winde them ſelues, hauing no taſte at all of 
of our ſinne the grace t righteouſneſſe of Jeſus Chiſt, noʒ 
oneſy. pol any other meane, whereby it is graũted vnto 
vs. LUhich thing (of a trueth) is very daunges 
rous:ꝶ they which feele them ſelues in ſuch caſe 
ought earneſtly to pꝛap vnto God, that it will 
pleaſe him to quickẽ them vp, c to warme them 
tchꝛough his ſpirite. And on their part it beho⸗ 
uetb that they giut them ſelues oftentimes to 
read + to meditate vpon his pꝛomiſes, and that 
they frequent the Church, e heare exhozcativs, 
wich the greateſt attencion they can, foꝛaſmuch 
as fapth.is engẽdꝛed by hearing. And although 
A fmili- it came to paſſe-þ thep do all theſe things with- 
zude ſhew- tit any great aſſection, yet muſk they not theres 
| ing cha we oe thinke, that they are altogether vnpꝛoſtta⸗ 
muff not be hle vnto them, no moꝛe then a man that taketh 
<d/cowa- hzeade and meate when he taketh and eateth it, 
without ahy great appetite. Foz although that 
«ware: in he haue not ſuch a plealure in eating, as - he 
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were well an hungred: notwithſtanding, that flu: 
which he receaueth, ceaſeth not to pꝛoſtt and ſit: ha good | 
ſteine him, as we ſee in ſickeneſle s enen ſo doe _ re and 
pꝛapers and other Chiſtian exerciſes,to which *4* 2 
ach cold perſons do giue them ſelues. And how „e , 
ſbeuer they make thẽ without any great zeale, he worde 
pet fo} all that they ceaſe not to p2ofite the, And of Gd. 
in euerp thing that commeth to paſſe, haweſoe⸗ 
uer it be that they fele their finnes,they declare 
thereby that they are not altogether dead, no2 
vtterly depꝛiued of life, and that cherefoze it on⸗ 
ly remaineth fo2 thẽ to learch the meanes howe 
to encourage them ſelues, and to doe euen as a 
man would do to fire, when it is out, which wh? 
he will kindle againe, he bloweth it, oz to a 
lampe to which a man putteth oyle when the 
light is going out. j 

There are other ſome which neither haue .4 remedie | 
feeling ofr ighteouſnes no} of their ſinnes, and ginſt he 
theſe are altogether blockiſh, not thinking any 1 
whit of their ſafetp, no2 regarding to harkẽ vn⸗ 3 At 1 
to any thing that is ſpoken, taught oꝛ ſhewed to feln © 
them oz their helpe c reconerie. Such diſeaſes Apoplexia | | 
are very datngerous as are to mans body Apo- ;: 2 diſeaſe | 
plexies, the falling ſickenes, Palſepes and ſuch engendred | 
other which are altogether cold, killing the na * , . 
tutal heate, æ choking all the ſenſes. All that we m | 
can doe fo? theſe, is to n God to heale 7 | 
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| & mannes thẽ, as he did the man ſicke of the Palſey, x that 
| ſexſe- and he will refto2e to them þvſe of their ſenles, that 
| feeling. they map feele as wel the burden and waight of 
| their ſinnes, as alſo the conſolationofhis grace, 
| The lat The laſt point, that we haue to intreate of is 
Point is of ofthe effectes, that this righteauſnes bz ingeth 

ue. © foxch in vs after our regeneration; wherof there 

| eons in are foure pꝛincipall partes. 

vs after re- The ſirſt is of the moꝛtiſication of the fleſhe. 
| generazion The lecondof the conleſſiõ of Faith. The third 
| eres. ol pꝛapers: and the laſt of charitie. 

e, . . Poztification of the fleſh tonliſteth in this, 
_ that we ſuffer not ſinne to reigne in bs tbut cou 
| zifcation of ragioully fight againſt all the concupiſcences 
| wbefieſh. thereof, obaying the ſpirite ofthe lawe of God, 
w and groning continuallie vnder the burden of 
| our infirmicies, crying to God without ceaſing, 
. that in this cale he will make an ende, and pꝛo⸗ 
| uide fo2 vs, 

2. Ihe con · Conkleſſion conſiſteth in this, that we publiſh 
| . F the meanes ok our ſaluation, and that we witnes 
| tit openly and euidently by our wozks E wozds, 
| at all times when occaſion is offered vnto vs; 


| without being hindzed thꝛough the feare of any 

ö daunger whatſdeuer. 

3. Pre. As concerning pꝛapers, it is neceſſary chat 

| - euening and mozning, befoze and after meate, 

and in the beginninge and endinge of all our 
wozkes 
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wozkes, we pꝛay vnto God and pꝛaiſe him, beg⸗ 
ging that in our pꝛapers which he hath come 
maunded vs to aſ ke; and pꝛomiſed to giue vnta 
vs, with ful Faith & aſſurance to obtaine them: 
which we muſt ground vpon his grace and pꝛo⸗ 
miſes, and vpon the merite and interceſſion of 
Telus Chziſt our alone Mediatour. 

As touching loue, firſt of all it is required 4 Clare. 
that we loue God with all our hearte, with all 
our ſtrength, and with all our vnderſtandinge, 
and then our neighbour as our ſelfe, the which 
loue ot our neighbour p it may be right, it muſt 
be referred to that lone of God in ſuch wile that 
it be the rule and meaſure thereof, and likewiſe 
of all other our affections, 

Moe inobſeruing of cheſe foure poinctes, 
we mult firſt cake heede that we be not dull and 
ſloth full to do our indeuour therein. The which 
thing that we map auoyde, we mult ſeeke out 
with all diligence euery occaſion to applie our 
ſelues thereto, and take heede to auoyde choſe 
thinges which maye turne vs awaye from it. 
Then afterwardes we mult beware that in no 
wiſe we diſtruſt the grace of God, noz the (ers 
nice that we offer vp vaco him, but that we be 
certainly perſwaded, that we together with our 
wozkes , ſhalbe acceptable vnto him, thzough 
grace, that hauing this perſwaſion we may goe 
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faichfully & chearefullp ſoꝛ ward in our vocatis, 
Vi wuſi And finally, that we take good heede to our 

wide pre- ſelues, that aboue al things we be not pꝛeſump⸗ 
3 © tuous. And to the ende to keepe vs from it, it is 
of our ſe1. nat enough, p we haue no opinion of our ſelues 
Wes. no2 of our wozkes; but as it is written in the 
Pſal. 13 1. 1 Plalme: we muſt not deſire any thing that is to 
high foꝛ vs, but be content with that poꝛcion & 
mealure of grace, that it hath pleaſed God to 
beſtowe vpon vs, and we muſt applie our ſelues 
accoꝛding to that power and meane that he hath 
1. Pes 4. o giuen vs: As S. Peter ſayeth: Let every man 
| as he hath receaued the gift, miniſter the fame 
one to an other as a good huſ band and ſteward 
of the graces and giftes of God, Fo2 if we haue 
receaued but two talents, and will make as 
great traffique with the, as he that hach recea- 
ued fiue, this is a pꝛeſumption befoze God, who 
hath meaſured out and pꝛopoꝛtioned his giftes 
to our capacitie, and requireth of pꝛoſites and 
gaines accoꝛding to p quantitie of thoſe graces 
' The ſecond ànd giftes which he hath beſtowed vpon vs. 
udgemen: Ae haue ſayde in the beginning that the ſe⸗ 
| where we tond iudge ment whereto we muſt anſwere con⸗ 
| wſtan- cerning our righteouſneſſe, is that of the lawe, 
—_ e which is no other thing then the ſeate of Gods 

An righteouſneſſe, to which it is tmpoſſible foꝛ vs 
| mes, of our lelues t o ſatisſie, and we haue neither 
| wozkes, 
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woꝛkes, thoughts, woꝛds, noꝛ affectios but they 
are to be condemned of God, if pꝛoceſſe be made 
out there fo2 bs, and we be to be iudged in this = 
courc:as S. Paule ſaith that all they which are 6j. 10 
vnder the law, are vnder the curſe; e in an other 2. cer. 3.7. 
place, he calleth the law the Miniſter of Death. 1 
And Dauid ſpeaking to God ſayth: Enter not 2/143. 2 
into iudgement with thy ſeruant: Foz no man 
liuing ſhalbe iuſtiſied in thy ſight: Allo in ano: 
ther place he ſayth: O Lozdif thou looke vpon 5/130. 

our iniquities, who ſhall ſtand in thy iudgemẽt? 

Fo2aſmuch as this tudgemtt is ſo entier, where 
all things are examined, in ſuch ſozt, from point 
to point, that the bzightneſſe and light of the 
moone and ſtarres, the righteouſnes and inno⸗ 
cencie ofthe Angells , ſhall hardly eſcape from 
being reiected and cenſured,as Job ſayth. How 74.25. 5. 
then ſhall we be able to aunſwere there, & what 1.4.18. 
meanes ſhall we alleage fo2 our iuftificatio,that | 
we may eſcape? S. Paule ſaith, They that haue %. ,.: | 
ſinned without the lawe, ſhal periſh without the 
lawe. But ſeeing that they ſhall be condemned 
by the law, who haue tranſgreſſed it: what ſhall 
we do then? we can aunſwere and alleage many 
thinges foꝛ our defence. | 

Firſt we can auoyde this iudgement and boa wo 
ridde our ſelues from it demaunding co be ſent 1; 4 
beloꝛe the thꝛone of Gods mercie 8 from the 
ö k 
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»dgement ag being free and deliuered, we are not any lon⸗ 
and male. ger vnder the law, but vnder grace: ſa as Moi⸗ 
«Zion les is not nowe any moze our Judge but Jeſus 
Gala. 4 7. Chꝛiſt: to whom the father hath giuen auctho⸗ 
' John, 5. 72. ritie and iudgement. Mozeouer mercie (as S. 
Lanes. 1. 13 James ſayth) is aboue rigbteouſnes: which is 
as an inferiour & lower courte, from which we 
may appeale to that high e great court of God 
his mercie: wherein Jeſus Chzilk is ſet downe 
and keepeth p highelt place as chiefe p2elident, 
And as it is he that is our aduocate, ſo we are 
aſſured that he wil giue vs a diſcharge in our fa⸗ 
uour.Wherefoze if the law, Moiſes e the righ⸗ 
teouſnes of God doe condemne vs, we muſt not 
therefote be afraide: fozaſmuch as this is ſuch 
a ſimple ſentence, as we mape at all times ap⸗ 
peale from it. To conclude, the law is as a re⸗ 
teauer, which taketh accompt of our debtes, 
which is ſo hard e rigoꝛous, that by no intrea⸗ 
tie it wil remit and pardon any thing ol that we 
owe, and will make vs to paie to the bttermoſt 
farthing: But the Loꝛde is he that ſtayech and 
cloſeth vp the count, to wit Jeſus Chziſt, being 
(contrary to the lawe) good, gracious and libe⸗ 
rall, entreating vs with all gentlenes, neither 
demaunding any thing of vs but that which we 
be able to paie, and furniſhing vs him ſelfe wich 
chat which we lacke, e acquiting vs of his mere 
liberaltcte 
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liberalitie ofthe ouerplus, ſo that p2eſently it 
may be ſupplied in him. 

Furthermoze wee mape pet alleage in this 
iudgement, that the lawe can not make our 
pꝛoceſſe: but Jeſus Chziſt, and the mercie of 
God be our aſſeſſours, who moderate iudge⸗ 
ment in ſuch ſozt, that not onely it can not bee 
burtfull vnto vs, but very healthfull fo vs. As 
the iudgement of the woman taken in adulte⸗ 
rie, the figure thereof: who being thꝛeatened 1%. 8. ;. 
befoꝛe Jeſus Chziſt, by the Phariſees, who 4» allego- 
maintayned that by the lawe of Moiſes the ”* ur 
ought to be ſfoned to death , was notwithſtan: „le 
ding all that they coulde alleage , (ent awap ;udgemene || 
by Jeſus Chzift, without her accuſers , 02 any of che lawe | 
others that were in their compante, once inter- 2 Jeſus | 
pꝛiling to hurt her in any ſoꝛte what ſo euer: . 
Dnely Jelus Chit ſayeth vnto her, that benſe 
foꝛ warde (he muſt take heede that ſhe ſinned no 
moꝛe: and ſo that condemnation which the mi⸗ 
niſters ofthe lawe had pzononnced againſt ber, 
was bp Chꝛiſt, turned into a ſimple admonition 
and inſtruction. A thing that ought well to be 
marked, to the ende we map vnderſtande what 
ought nowe a dayes to bee the true vſe of the 75. / f 
lawe towardes the faithful; which condemneth che law ro- 
them no moze co death as it was wont, but tea- ves the 
** and inſtructeth them E12 vutie, exs [4% 

lt, 
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$ * hozteththemtothat, and repꝛoueth, and pꝛo⸗ 
cureth , by all meanes ſo to directe, and b2ing: 
them on, as they may bee ſufficiently enabled 
to goe to the ſchoole of Jeſus Chiift. 
1 Amp. The lawe and Jeſus Chziſt in like manner 
1 ſo» & df: are ag a Bhiſition and Surgeon, comming to a 
| ae 7, ficke man to heale him. The ſurgeũ openeth the 
ie Goſpel. be ine, and taketh away bloud from him, not to 
| the end to make him to die, but as a remedp, a ps 
pointed fo the recouery of his health & ſauetie. 
The law alſo pearceth our impoſtume, c ſome⸗ 
times maketh a great hole in it: but neither to 
the ende to kil vs, noꝛ to hurt vs: but to bꝛing vs 
into a good oꝛder, to the end we may be ÿ moꝛe 
eaſely healed, Thoſe ſentences thẽ, that the law 
p2onounceth againſt vs, they are pꝛofitable fo2 
vs,fo2 aſmuch as thep awaken vs and make vs 
to looke to our ſelues and to our affaires, and to 
be moꝛe diligent to ſearch out y meanes where⸗ 

by to bzingvs into good o2der, 
The thirde The laſt bulwarke that we canne ſet againſt 
me ane, or the iudgement ofthe lawe, is that Jeſus Chziſt 
defence a- hath fulfilled the ſame fo2 vs, as he him ſelle 
gen me witneſleth: that he came not to aboltſh the law, 
of che las. but to fulfil it. Which thing S. Paule alſo con- 
Maz.s. 15. firmeth ſaping : that Chꝛiſt is the accompliſh⸗ 
Rom. 10.4. ment of the lawe in righteoufneſſe to all belees 
uers. Wherefoze we be not, in any wile ſubiect 
to 


. 
| 
[ 
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to death, noz to the curſe, that the lawe hath 
pꝛonounced againſt them, that haue cranſgreſ* 
ſed it, ſeeing wee are the members of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, and that we haue kept and fulfilled it 
in him. And as in Adam we were made ſinners 
through diſobedience: euen ſo being incozpo⸗ 
rated into Jeſus Chziſt, wee are righteous 
thzough his obedience : and fo conſequently 
exempte from the turiidiction and power ofthe 
lawe: which can not exerciſe the auccho2rfte it 
hath to condemne vs, but againſt the that tranl⸗ 
greſſe and are rebellious againſt it. Whe ther: 


foze we endeucur our ſelues, to doe our dutie, to 


mo2tifie thzough his ſpirite the wozkes of the 
fleſhe, there is not any condemnation to vs, no2 
to all them that are in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who are by 


Err 


2 
* 


a liuely fapth vnited to him, ingraffed and in: Rom. 8. r. 
co2po2ated into his righteouſnes. 

The third kinde of iudgement whereof wee The ehirde 
ſpake in the beginning of our diuiſion is the gement 
tudgement of men: which commonly is moze ©? ©> 

; 3 o wit te, the 
cozrupt and vniuſte, by reaſon of their igno» gemene 
raunce x falſe opinions, which they conceaue men, and 
c frame in their owne vnderſtanding : and like: of che re- 
wiſe becauſe of their paſſids and deſires, which <4 of 
often times dꝛiue and carry chem hedlong con: 
trary to their will. MAherkoꝛe we muſk not trou- 


ble our ſelues much to latisſte chat, eſpeciallp in 


W tit, 


Our faith 
muſt nor 


depend op · 


on others. 
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matters that appertaine to religion and con» 
ſcience , As in the doctrine of ſaluation, which 
we mult not take from any other, but from the 
ſpirite of God , noz ſearch fo2 any where clſe 
but in the lawe and the Goſpell: where all is 
taught by the wzitings of the P2ophetes and 
Apoſtles. TWherefoze there ts no other rule of 
our Faith and obedience, but che onely will 
of God, that is to ſape , we ought not to be: 
lecue any thing, as concerning our laluation, 
but that which he hath pꝛomiſed in his holy 
Goſpell, no} doe any thing foz his ſeruice, but 
that which he hath commaunded and ozdepned 
in his lawe. And when ſo euer it be found, that 
men will be ſo raſhe either to adde, oꝛ to dimi⸗ 
niſhe, oꝛ to alter any thing in the woꝛde of God, 
there a man mape iudge, and ſurely perſwade 
him ſelfe of ſuche, that they are falſe teachers 
and Pꝛophets: and ſo likewiſe of them that be: 
leeue & ſubmit them ſelues vnto ſuch by whom 
they are abuſed and deceaued. This is the rea⸗ 
ſon why S. Paule ſapeth, that if he woulde 
pleaſe men, he ſhoulde not be the ſeruaunt of 
Jeſus Chziſt. And in an other place: Ik an 
Angell from heauen ſhoulde teache any other 


Gal. i. 8. 10 — that Jeſus Chꝛiſt and his Apo⸗ 


ſtles haue publiſhed, that he woulde accompt 


him accurled. It is therefoze needefull to be 


taught 
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taught that in theſe thinges, belonging to p hos 
nour ſeruice of God, and to the ſaluation and 
reſt of our ſoules, we reſt our ſelues altogether 
bpon the ſcripture, and thereto bende our ſelues 
as to the onely marke, that we neither haſte too 
much fozward,no2 lagge to much behinde. And 
further that we hang not vpon the iudgement 
of men, as whereby we maye either be iuſtiſied 
02 condemned. 


Sainct Paule writing to the Cozinthians x.cor. 4. 3. 
ſayeth: J paſſe litle to be iudged of you , oꝛ of 4. Oc. 


the iudgement ol men, no J iudge not my owne 
ſelfe: foꝛaſmuch as J knowe my ſelfe not to be 
culpable in any thing, yet am J not thereby 
iuſtitied: but he that iudgeth me is the Loꝛde. 
Therefoze iudge not befoze the time, befoze 
the Lozde come, who will bzing all thinges 
to light, manikeſting the thinges that are 
hidde, and all the counſailes and affections of 
che harte: thẽ ſhall euery one be pꝛaiſed of God. 
Wereby he would teach vs not much to eſteeme 
the iudgement of men be it in good oz euill, be⸗ 
cauſe they are vaine of their owne nature, and 
if they p2aile vs, this ought not to puſſe vs vp, 


dz to encreaſe the opiniõ we haue ot our (clues, 


Alſo if they diſpꝛaiſe oz condemne vs we ought 

not therein to diſcourage our ſelues hauing the 

ſpirice of God, his wozde and our owne cons 
Y itt. 


| Atoc. 13.1. 
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ſcience, to ſuſteine and iuſtiſie vs. 

Te are at this day excommunicated of the 
Pope, and condemned and reiected from his 
pꝛeſence and of the moſt part of men: and pꝛin⸗ 
cipally of them, who are in greateſt eſtimation 
and credit of knowledge and wiſedom, notwith⸗ 
ſtanding concerning the Pope, we ought to 
make no reckoning of him no} of al p ſentences 
that he can pꝛonounce and thunder out againſt 
vs. Fo? hee is the enemie of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and 
conſequently Antichzift : and an enemie of the 
light, fozaſmuch as all his wozkes are euil:and 
ofthe crueth , being the firſt Embaſſadour and 
miniſter of lying: and co conclude, an vtter ene⸗ 
my to the ſaluation of men, and of the honour of 
God. Allo he is the ſonne of perdition, to caſt 
awape and to deſtrope all thole , which will de⸗ 
pende on his aucthozitie, and wilbe bꝛought to 
his opinion touching the eſtate and ſaluation of 
their conſcience . J's not this he which beareth 
the name of blaſphemie vppon his fozhead „to 
ſhewe that he woulde be the pꝛotectour? It is 
not therefoze to be maruailed at, if he condemne 
and holde thoſe foz heretiques, which loue the 
honour of God, and employ them ſelues to ad⸗ 
uaunce the kingdome of Jeſus Chziſt. 

As concerning the great and wiſe men of 
this wozld we ought not allo to dilcourage our 

ſelues, 
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ſelues, if they ſette them ſelues with all their 
ſtrengch againſt the truth, wherof they haue no 
knowledge as Jeſus Chziſt ſapeth: that his Ne. 11.25 
father hath hidde from the great and wile of | 
the wozlde, the miſteries ofthe kingdome ok 
heauen, and hath reuetled them to litle ones, , 
Accoꝛding to which S. Paule ſapeth: that he 1. cr. 1 23. 
pzꝛeached Jeſus Chziſt crucified, which was 
an offence to the Jewes , and fooliſhneſſe to the 
Grecians: alleaging that which ts wꝛitten in 
Eſay: J will deſtroy the wiledome of the wile, ;;;,, 
and will caſte awaye the vnderſtanding of the 
p2udente , And adioyning that ſame queſtion. 
There ts the wile? where is the ſcribe? where 
is the diſputer of this wozlde ? Path not God 
made the wiſedome of this wozlde fooliſhneſſe? 
Jeremy ſapeth alſo, ſeeing the people to make 7erc.5.5- 
no accompt of his woꝛde: J will get me vnto 
the great men, and will ſpeake vnto them, Foꝛ 
they haue knowen the way ofthe Loꝛde, which 
the people knewe not, But thele alſo haue bꝛo⸗ 
ken the yoke, and haue banded them ſelues co- 
gether to ſpeake againſt the woꝛde of God, as 
the others. All theſe places ſerue to ſhewe vnto 
vs, that God hath choſen the fooliſhe thinges 
of the woꝛld, to confounde the wiſe. And hereof 
it is, that we ſee nowe a dayes that the greateſt 
men and they that are of moſt reputacion in the 


29.14. 
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wozlde,doe moſt obſtinacly reſiſt the trueth:and 
ſhewe by woꝛde and effectes,that they are moſt 
blind in God his matters, taking darkenes fox 
light,ſower fo2 ſweete, and ſweete foz ſower, 
Now as the greatnes and aucthoꝛity ofmen 
ought not to aſtoniſhe vs, no any whit to moue 
vs, fo alſo, neither the number and multitude of 
them. Foꝛaſmuch as the way that leadech to de⸗ 
ſtruction ts bꝛoade, and is choſen of the greateſt 
number of perſons who enter there, and goe on 
in it becauſe that men are natur ally enclined ta 
embꝛace errours and lyes, and there is none but 
the elect of God, which beleue & lone 5 trueth: 
who are alitle number (as Jeſus Chʒiſt lapth) 
in reſpect of the repꝛobate. 
We conclude then, that to the end we be righ⸗ 
teous it is not needeful that we latis ſie men, noꝛ 
confozme our ſelues to their iudgement, in mats 
ters that concerne the honour and ſeruice of al⸗ 
mightie God, and the eſtate of the conſcience: 
wherin ofcentimes they erre, becauſe they leaue 
the woꝛd of God which is the only way where⸗ 
by à man may well and rightly iudge and define 
of theſe two poinctes, and betake them ſelues to 
the iudgement and deſtnition of their owne opi⸗ 
nions and phantaſies, which are fo2 the moſt 
part fonde and ridiculous. 
There are two thinges in which we may aps 
PIP 
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plie our ſelues to mis indgement,that is to fap, of be vſ 
to thinges meerely ciuill and politique, and to 0 ang] 
things indiflerẽt. Foz it mult not be that a faith⸗ E 
full man be partiall in policie, neither that hen 
violate the publique peace, as long as he may 
keepe and maintaine it without offence to God, 
oꝛ trouble to the quiet oł his conſcience. But it 
behoueth that he obaye the ozdinaunces of the 
Magiſtrate, and keepe the ſfatutcs,lawes c cu⸗ 
llomes ofthe countrey where he dwelleth, care⸗ 
fully watching that he giue no occaſion of of* 
fence, noz ſuſpicion that he will innouate oz al⸗ 
ter any thing in the eſtate & policy of the com⸗ 
mon wealth. 

As concerning things indifferent, we muſt of he uvſt 
follow the counſel of S. Auguſtine wziting to F inge 
Januarius: that when the thing that is con: 32 7 | 
maunded of men is not contrarie co Faith, no: 
to good cuſtomes, we mult hold them koz indil⸗ 
ferent, x not. gaine ſtande in any thing whatſoe⸗ 
uer : to the ende to keepe peace with thoſe with 
whom we are couerſaunt, Fo2 which cauſe Ut- 
ctoꝛ Biſhop of Rome, was ſharply repꝛoued by 
Jreneus & other auncient fathers: becauſe that 
fo2 the diuerſity of ceremonies,which they kept 
in the celebꝛation of Eaſter, he hadde ſeparated 
his Church from the Communion of the Eaſt 
churches, The which thing was attributed vn⸗ 
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to him fo? great pꝛeſumption and arrogancte, 
that he would go about to ſubiect all Churches 
to the Cuſtomes and ceremonies which were 
obſerued in his: and fo2 hauing renounced the 
common confederation , in which he ought to 
haue abidden vnited and faſt knitte, and not to 
haue bꝛoken the chaine of charity, which ought 
to haue locked together alike all the members 
of the vniuerlall Church. 
be furt The laſt iudgement to which we muſt aun⸗ 
nd lat (were, is that of our conſcience, which either 
dzemen:, miniſtreth vnto vs great conlolations , 02 elle 
phich is „great tozments , accopding as it is either euill 
___ 02 wel diſpoſed. Foꝛ we may ſaye that a pure 
| conſcience, is a paradiſe which we maye haue 
| good c6- in this wozlde: fozalinuch as there is not any 
Fence is a thing which can bꝛing vs greater peace & con- 
wadiſe in tenement , bee! it in pꝛoſperitie oz in aduerſitie. 
»old. Euen like as þ body when it is in good health, 
F ts ſtrong and able to beare the great ſtoꝛmes & 
ſanili- 


colde of winter, and likewiſe the exceſſiue and 
4e. vntemperate heat of the ſommer: euen lo a con 
| ſcience that is whole, e fully reſolued, can beare 
| ſtoutly all accidents, without yelding o2 ſhꝛin⸗ 
| king vnder the burden and waight of any thing 
„ e, whatſoeuer may happen vnto it. Contrariwiſe 
WER. an euill and ſicke conſcience is avery hell, and 
[x hell. thereis nothing in p wozld that may moze vere 
| and 


| 
' 
|| 
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and toꝛment vs. And as a good conſcience is as 
ſuger to ſweeten and mollifie al our affections: 
euen (a 5ᷣ other is as ſharpe vinegre, which ſows 
reth # troubleth all our ioyes and con ſolations: 
And mozeouer as the one is ſuflicient to reſiſte 
al tentations:euen ſo the other is ſoft, cowardly 
Evanquitſhed as ſoone as it is aſſailed. It is nes. 
cellarie therefoze that as we are curious in loo⸗ 
king to the health of our bodies, obſeruing fox 
that purpole, the diete and gouernment that is 
deliuered & appointed by the phiſition vnto vs, 
c contrariwile abſtaining from all choſe meats, 
c exceſle which may offende & alter our health: 
euen ſo that we haue the ſame deſire and care to 
pꝛeſerue that health fo2 our ſoules, marking di⸗ 
ligently all the rules and oꝛdinaunces of good 
life, which God the moſt high and ſoueraigne 
philition hath appointed vs, and taking heede 
on the other ſide, to auoyde # ſhunne that which 
he hath pꝛohibited and fozbidden vs. 

Let vs conſider a litle, what great pleaſure 
and ioye a man may haue, who returning home 
after a long tozney into his owne houſe,findech 
there his wife, who commeth to take him about 
the necke, and embꝛaceth him, kiſſing and ma⸗ 
king much of him: doth not this make him by 
and by to foꝛgette all his trauell which he hath 
endured in his ioꝛney? As contrarpwile , ił he 
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ould find his wife after his returne b)awling, 

riotous, froward, and who in ſted of con;fozting 
him, would all maner of wayes vere c toꝛment 
him, woulde not this encreaſe and double his 
paines and toꝛments which he hath ſuffered by 
the way! Euen ſuch is eſtate ofthe conſcience, 
Although that our enemies commit a thouſand 
outrages, violencies x villanies againſt vs: It 
we returning from our ſelues, and entring into 
our own conſctence,find there one with a cheer⸗ 

full æ merrie countenante, which doeth comfoꝛt 

& content vs, it maketh vs in a moment to foꝛ⸗ 
get all our enemies. But on the other ſide, if it 
be naught, it wearieth vs in ſuch ſozt, that we 
ſhal not find any houſe wozſe then our owne, noꝛ 

any place where we may woꝛſe quiet our ſelnes, 
then with our ſelues. Iſay ſapeth: that an euill 
conſcience is as a ſtreight bed, in which a man 
can not ſtretche him ſelle, no2 turne him ſelfe at 
pleaſure, It is an hard thing fo2 a man there to 

fleepe well and to reſt quietly: Likewiſe a man 

which hath a feſtred conſcience, he can not finde 

any place oꝛ condition to content him, # which 
is not altogether too ſtreight foꝛ him ; This is 
the cauſe þ Dauid ſo often pꝛapeth to God that 

he will let his impꝛiſoned hart at large, that is 
to lap, that he wil ſhew him this fauour, that he 

may alwaies haue a ſound & vpꝛight cõſcience. 

Nowe 
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Nowe to the end we may haue ſuch a conſci · The waxes. 
ence, it behoueth that it be wel founded: # that haue age 
it may be wel founded, it is requiſite that þ only Me % ; 
woꝛd of God be the foundation thereol:ſo as we | 
make no conſcience,but to doe thoſe things that i 
God hath fozbidden, and to leaue vndone thoſe | þ 
thinges that he hath commaunded. Fozaſmuch | 
as he that wil ſtretch out his conſcience beyond 
this, knowech not how to ſaue himſelfe, but that 
ranging beyond the boundes of Gods wozd, he 
mult haue intinit ſcruples, which ſhal vere him 
continually. And to be ſhox, there is nothing in 
the woꝛld moze pernicious, noꝛ moꝛe to be fea⸗ 
red, then to confound the conſcience about ſuch 
imaginations, o2 about the commaundements 
and traditions of men. 

But here muſt be noted that the conſcience cx. Lffarttce 
the peace of conſcience are things diners, that beit «be | 
they haue diuers found ations. Fo? the conſcts * | 
ence (as hath bin already declared) is ruled by ue - 
the law, that is to ſap,by the comaundements,# conſcience. 
foꝛbiddings of God. But Þ peace of conſcience 
hath foz his foundation the Golpel, ö pꝛomiſes, 
the grace of Jeſus Chꝛiſt & his righteouſneſle, 1%. ch 
And as there is no other meane to anſwere to 5 0, hath 
iudgement of God, but y  righteouſneſle x inna; — | 
cẽcy of Jeſus Chyift: eu? ſo is it he alone which ⸗ of — come | 
can ſtand vs in ſted to latiſũe y tudgement ofour /cjence. * 
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conſciences. Foz if we looke vnto our woꝛ kes 
we haue our conſciences ſtraight way vexed & 
diſquieted with feare and diſtruſt of not hauing 
done our duty, in not obaying God, noz keping 
of his commaundements, as we were bounde: 
which was the cauſe that S. Paule ſayde, that 
he kelt him lelfe not culpable of any thing, but 
pet fo2 this, he thought him lelfe not tuſtified: 
to giue vs to vnderſtande: that there is nothing 
that can pacifie our cõſcience, but the only righ⸗ 
teouſnes of Jeſus Chziſt, + not our own, which 
ts alwayes imperfect and defiled w many filths 
of our concupiſcence,#by reaſon hereof can not 
content our hearte, no2 make vs to take any 
pleaſure in many of thoſe thinges we haue done 
02 left vndone : but che blood, woundes & death, 
and the ſide of Jeſus Chꝛiſt opened as S.Ber- 
nard ſapeth) is that, which pacifieth the conſci⸗ 
ence, whẽ as it would thus tozment & perlecute 
vs: Beholde the freedome and refuge we haue, 
where wee maye retire to ſafetie. To conclude 
then and here to make an ende of this treatiſe, 
the righteouſnes of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, is the onely 
meane , whereby we are iuſtiſied befoze the 
iudgement of God, of the law, ok men, and of 
the conſcience, 
FINIS. 
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